
John 15:21-25
REJECTING JESUS IS REJECTING 
HIS FOLLOWERS AND HIS FATHER 



Reacting negatively to followers of Jesus is 
reacting negatively to God (15:21)
21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know 
him who sent me. 
u “These things” - hating and persecuting followers of Jesus
u Hatred and persecution are on account of the name of Jesus
u Because His people have surrendered to His Lordship and walk in His gospel truth, the world 

reacts with disfavor and hostility
u Surrendering to the Lordship of Jesus – believing He is the only provision for salvation and His right to 

rule over one’s life is gladly accepted

u Walking in His gospel truth – embracing the teaching of Jesus not as mere words, but as one’s very 
life 

u Fundamental authority brings the ways of the world and the cause of Christ into direct 
conflict
u John 1:10–11 



Reacting negatively to followers of Jesus is 
reacting negatively to God (15:21)

“because they do not know him who sent me,” 
u Even though some people claim to know God, but reject Jesus, rejecting 

Jesus means they do not know God
u Hatred and persecution are the result of the world’s suppression of the truth

u Romans 1:16-25 

u The world’s hostile feelings about God and Jesus will be made evident 
toward those who honor and share the gospel truth of God in Christ 

u This is also why followers of Jesus do not love the world
u 1 John 2:15–17



Condemnation is the result of rejecting the 
word and works of Jesus (15:22-24)

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of 
sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
u The condemnation of the Jews would not be as great if they had not 

rejected Jesus as the full revelation of the Word of God 
u The revelation Jesus made to them is what they rejected, and this makes 

them guilty of rejecting God and His truth
u John 5:24–26 

u To turn a deaf ear to the word of the gospel in Jesus is to reveal a dead heart



Condemnation is the result of rejecting the 
word and works of Jesus (15:22-24)

23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 
u Jesus communicates the seriousness of dishonoring and rejecting 

Him
u Earlier Jesus shares that the reverse is true

u John 13:20 

u Every attitude directed toward the Son of God is directed toward 
God the Father



Condemnation is the result of rejecting the 
word and works of Jesus (15:22-24)

24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not 
be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father.
u The condemnation of the Jews would not be as great if they had not 

rejected Jesus as the full revelation of the character and work of God 
u His heart of compassion for all peoples, and His powerful works among them, 

angers and disgusts them
u John 4:34 
u John 14:8–9 

u Death is certain and eternity is real 



Rejection of Jesus is no surprise (15:25)

25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’
u “their Law” - they claim to uphold the Law that predicts their hatred of the Lord

u People can hold what appears to be a high view of Scripture while having hard and lifeless hearts

u The Lord of truth demands obedience of His truth, not just an honorable view of a book

u The illogical rejection of the Lord by people is predicted in Scripture
u Psalm 35:19 

u Psalm 69:4 

u Heart change is the only hope of men and women on this earth
u The fact that people reject the truth of the gospel of Jesus is no surprise to God
u It is predicted in Scripture



Questions to Consider

uHow are you seeing the glory and beauty of Jesus? 
uHow are you beholding the heart of God?
uAre you declaring the glory and beauty of Jesus?
u Is your heart being compelled to worshipfully surrender to 

the glory and beauty of Jesus?
uWhy is it important to remember that rejecting Jesus is 

rejecting His followers and His Father?



John 15:21-25
REJECTING JESUS IS REJECTING 
HIS FOLLOWERS AND HIS FATHER 


