
John 15:18-20
Followers of Jesus are to Prepare for Opposition 



The world’s hatred should not be surprising to 
followers of Jesus (15:18)

These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
• Followers of Jesus are characterized by love for one another
• What we can expect from the world?
“If the world hates you know that it has hated me before it hated you”
• Heart change is necessary for a man or woman to respond to the love of 

Christ 
• Lives of love, guided by gospel truth in Jesus, will stir up resentment and 

hatred from people who love the world
• 1 John 3:11–13 

• John 7:7 

• Lives of love guided by gospel truth in Jesus, will cause guilt, shame, and the 
awareness of judgment 



The world’s hatred should not be surprising to 
followers of Jesus (15:18)

• Hatred from the world does not need to be prompted by being a jerk 
for Jesus

• When Jesus says, “If the world hates you,” He’s not saying it might not 
happen

• The world is filled with fleshly people controlled by the enemy
• When we follow Jesus, loving His ways, loving His people, and sharing 

His truth, opposition is certain to come in a variety of ways 
• 1 Peter 4:12–14 

• James 1:2–4

• The world hated a perfect man who lived and shared the truth 
blamelessly



It’s not good news if the world loves you (15:19)

19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own;

• It’s not good if the world loves you, because the world loves its own
• If the world loves, respects and honors people, it is because those people affirm what the 

world values

• If we are seeking the world’s affection and approval, we are seeking the wrong things

• Speak the truth in love and pray that our gracious God will transform hearts to 
receive it

but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you.

• Followers of Jesus are not of the world because by His grace He chose us out of it

• When Jesus chooses His people, He changes His people
• 2 Corinthians 5:17–18 

• It is good news if Jesus loves you as His own, transforming your heart accordingly



We’re in good company when we experience 
persecution from the world (15:20a)

20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you

• In humble acts of service, followers of Jesus should selflessly serve like Jesus
• John 13:15–16

• If we are living as Jesus lived and speaking as Jesus spoke, persecution is 
inevitable
• Acts 14:21–22 

• A life of ease is not the mark of a life blessed by the gospel grace of God

• As you experience affliction, suffering, and persecution, always remember, 
you’re in good company



We can anticipate some favorable reactions to 
our Christ-centered lives (15:20b)

If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.

• It is encouraging to hear a word of hope for the faithful

• There will be some who welcome and rejoice in the truth of the 

gospel

• Some will honor the word of the gospel and surrender to the 

Savior, just as we have

• Let us love, serve and share with hope that Jesus will transform 

hearts



Questions to Consider

• What are some specific ways you can prepare yourself not to be 

surprised by the hatred you receive from the world as a follower of 

Jesus?

• Why is it not good news if the world loves you?

• What does experiencing persecution from the world tell you 

about your relationship with Jesus?

• How can the anticipation of favorable reactions to your sharing of 

gospel truth encourage your heart?
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