
JOHN 15:12-17



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS DISPLAY SACRIFICIAL LOVE (15:12-13)

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
¡ Jesus summarizes the commandments He previously spoke of down to one 

commandment (v 10 “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love...”)
¡ Romans 13:9 

¡ These instructions of Jesus are connected to the instructions He gave His disciples 
after washing their feet
¡ John 13:34 

¡ The ability to love one another is the result of the indwelling and transforming power 
of the Holy Spirit in the New Covenant

¡ If the love of God is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who has been given to 
us (Cf. Romans 5:5), we will be guided by the ruling authority of God in all things



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS DISPLAY SACRIFICIAL LOVE (15:12-13)

13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.
¡ John assumes the reader will know of the work of Christ on the cross
¡ Those becoming followers of Jesus are to understand the self-sacrificing love they 

are empowered to display
¡ 1 John 3:16 

¡ Isn’t the greater love to die for one’s enemies?
¡ Romans 5:10
¡ Paul’s point that Jesus died for His enemies comes from the perspective of the death of Jesus 

for children of Satan who will become children of God by gospel grace
¡ Jesus makes this statement to men who are His disciples 

¡ Christlikeness is everywhere in this passage
¡ Christlikeness is not a burden to bear, but a blessing to share 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CONSIDERED FRIENDS BY 
JESUS (15:14-15)

14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
¡ How do we know if we are considered a friend of the Lord?

¡ The Lord makes them His friend by gospel grace
¡ You know you are made a friend of the Lord because you want to remain in that favor by 

obeying Him

¡ It is important to understand that it is Jesus who calls His disciples His friends

¡ This passage does not describe friendship with Jesus as reciprocal 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CONSIDERED FRIENDS BY 
JESUS (15:14-15)
15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.
¡ Jesus is not diminishing His authority over the lives of His followers

¡ John 13:13 

¡ Jesus is explaining how His relationship with His servants, that He calls friends, is different
¡ The difference is known in the communication of information that helps His followers to 

understand His purpose and will
¡ The relationship Jesus has with His followers is different because He is helping them to 

understand the purpose and will of His Father that He comes to accomplish
¡ John 1:14 
¡ John 3:32–34 
¡ John 4:23–24 

¡ Let us treasure the truth of God that Jesus has graciously revealed
¡ Romans 12:1–2 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CHOSEN FOR FRUITFUL 
MINISTRY AND PRODUCTIVE PRAYER (15:16)

Election – 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you
¡ The benefits granted to the disciples (life, understanding, loyalty, joy, etc.) are 

not on account of their worthiness or potential, but because of electing grace 
of God

¡ As seen in previous accounts in John's gospel, election is introduced at a point 
where human arrogance may need a gentle lesson in humility
¡ John 6:44 
¡ John 6:63–65 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CHOSEN FOR FRUITFUL 
MINISTRY AND PRODUCTIVE PRAYER (15:16)
Fruitfulness – and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide,

¡ Jesus appoints them to be fruitful 
¡ Ephesians 2:8–10 

¡ They are real "branches" because they produce the fruit of the Vine

¡ "go and bear fruit" – the fact that they are to go indicates that the fruit is the result of 
active engagement in sanctification, edification and evangelism (active not passive)

¡ "your fruit should abide " – not a shallow or topical engagement of religious activity

¡ Their active engagement in sanctification, edification and evangelism perseveres 
throughout their earthly lives



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE CHOSEN FOR FRUITFUL 
MINISTRY AND PRODUCTIVE PRAYER (15:16)
Answered Prayer – so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give 
it to you.

¡ As followers of Jesus engage in their God-given mission, they can count on 
their Father in heaven answering their prayers offered in the name of Jesus

¡ What does it mean to pray in the name of Jesus?
1. It is prayer that affirms the person and work of Jesus Christ
2. It is prayer seeking God's glory through knowing and pursuing His will and purpose
3. It is prayer consciously affirming the Lordship of Jesus

¡ 1 John 5:14 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE UNITED IN LOVE (15:17) 

17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
¡ These are not “go it alone” orders

¡ We need ongoing give-and-take fellowship and ministry with our mutually 
called and enabled brothers and sisters in Christ

¡ The active engagement of fellowship and ministry will require God-
empowered love for one another



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ In what ways are you displaying sacrificial love for your brothers and sisters in 
Christ? How do you see your brothers and sisters displaying sacrificial love 
toward others?

¡ How does it impact you to know that because Jesus considers you a friend, He 
makes known to you His purpose and His will through Scripture?

¡ How is it encouraging to you to know that because the Lord has chosen you, 
He assures you that you will be fruitful and that He promises to answer your 
prayers?



JOHN 15:12-17


