
John 15:6-11
ABIDING IN  JESUS IS  THE PATHWAY OF JOYFULNESS 



Not abiding in Jesus has serious 
consequences (15:6)

6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
ØWhat happens to those who do not abide in Jesus?

ØWithered branches are gathered up, thrown into the fire, and burned up
ØJesus relates this to the judgment of those who are not vitally related to Him 
Ø John 5:28–29 

ØThe imagery of fire Jesus uses here is meant to cause serious reflection 
ØJesus uses the fiery destruction of the branches to allude to the final judgment
ØThis judgment results in eternal separation from the common grace of God and eternal punishment of 

suffering in the fire of hell
Ø Mark 9:43–48



Answered prayer and the glory of God are 
the results of abiding in Jesus (15:7-8) 

7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ØThere is no separation between believing and behaving
ØGospel life from Jesus produces the passion to know His word and the power to obey His 

word
Ø 1 Peter 1:22–23 

ØThe fruitfulness of the word of truth in the lives of the people of Jesus is a glorious and 
comforting reality

ØObedience is the result of the life-giving and life-conforming connection we have with 
Jesus



Answered prayer and the glory of God are 
the results of abiding in Jesus (15:7-8) 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
Ø Loving the light of His word and longing for His ways to flourish, means our prayers are in line with desires 

of God
Ø Psalm 37:4

Ø Prayers from people abiding in Jesus and His word come to fruition
Ø Prayers anticipating God’s intervention to bless the kingdom pursuits of His people are to be common and 

encouraging 
Ø James 4:2b–3 

Ø Our prayers are not to be faithless general prayers, but specific requests 
Ø James 5:16b–18

Ø Our prayers reveal the loyalties and passions of our lives 



Answered prayer and the glory of God are 
the results of abiding in Jesus (15:7-8) 

8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
ØAbiding in Jesus with hearts to learn and live His truth, made known by prayers that 

anticipate and receive genuine displays of God’s grace, glorify our Father in heaven
ØAll our fruitfulness is to the glory of God

ØMatthew 5:14–16 
Ø “and so prove to be my disciples” – true saving life in Christ is not the result of a quick 

and shallow decision, but by persevering faith and consistent fruitfulness



Obeying Jesus is abiding in the love of 
Jesus (15:9-10)

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Ø Jesus claims to love His followers just as the Father loves Him 
ØThe Father loves Jesus with unwavering loyalty and dependability
Ø Jesus says He loves His followers the same way – unwavering loyalty and dependability



Obeying Jesus is abiding in the love of 
Jesus (15:9-10)

Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.
Ø abide in His love – acknowledge and dwell in the love Jesus has for us

Ø We do not earn or deserve the love Jesus has for us 
Ø Love flows from His gracious heart granting us life and the power to be loyal

Ø By obeying His commandments, we show we trust that His ways are best for His glory and our good
Ø Jesus abides in the love of the Father by obeying the will of His Father

Ø Jesus has no reluctance or resistance to the will of His Father
Ø He rests in the reality that the will of the Father is what is best 

Ø Unwillingness to walk in unreserved obedience reveals an unwillingness to abide in the love of our Savior
Ø Christianity is not a spiritual relationship that has little bearing on a believer’s practical behavior in life

Ø John 14:15 



Abiding in Jesus produces satisfying 
joyfulness (15:11)

11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full.
Ø Jesus teaches these truths so that in Him and His ways our hearts find true delight
ØThe joy Jesus desires for His followers is not just little bursts of joy, but a life with Him 

characterized by overflowing joy
Ø Jesus wants us to know that He wants what is best for us
ØThe joy our Lord supplies is a resource of delight in all circumstances

ØPhilippians 4:4 
ØJames 1:2–4 



Questions to Consider
ØHow does the reality of punishment of eternal hell impact you?
ØWhy do you think God wants your prayer life to be consistent and 

specific?
ØIn what ways are you abiding in the love of Jesus through 

obedience?
ØIs your life characterized by consistent joyfulness as you live with 

worshipful surrender?
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