
JOHN 15:1-5
THE FATHER AND THE SON ENSURE THE FRUITFULNESS OF FOLLOWERS



PURGING AND PRUNING BY THE FATHER PROMOTE FRUITFULNESS 
(15:1-2) 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
¡ “true vine” in contrast to the nation of Israel 
¡ Isaiah 5:1–7 
¡ Jeremiah 2:21 
¡ Hosea 10:1–2 

¡ A vinedresser is one with knowledge, skill, and patience in caring 
for the vineyard

¡ As the Vinedresser, the Father’s work is direct and personal
¡ The Father takes direct care and concern for you



PURGING AND PRUNING BY THE FATHER PROMOTE FRUITFULNESS 
(15:1-2) 

2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away,
¡ The Father will make sure only the fruitful branches remain
¡ In time, God will remove the fruitless
¡ Instead of good fruit, lifeless branches produce bad fruit

¡ 2 Timothy 3:1–5 

¡ Some people associate with the people of God for a time, but eventually 
they leave
¡ 1 John 2:18–19 



PURGING AND PRUNING BY THE FATHER PROMOTE FRUITFULNESS 
(15:1-2) 

and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
¡ The fruitfulness of followers of Jesus is the way they are assured they belong to the 

Vine
¡ Fruitfulness comes from Christ-empowered works

¡ For such works to flourish, pruning is necessary
¡ Pruning is painful, and at times, it is ugly
¡ James 2:14–19 

¡ Christ-honoring works are the result of the connection we have with the Savior 
Jesus, not the product of natural abilities and determination
¡ There is no denying that followers of Jesus will be Christ-centered and others-oriented
¡ Christ-centered and others-oriented fruit that exists in our lives is there because of life in Christ 

and God’s wisdom in the pain of pruning



ABIDING IN CHRIST IS ESSENTIAL FOR FRUITFULNESS (15:3-4)
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
¡ Jesus is not sharing these truths with them to rebuke them, but to encourage them
¡ New life in Christ is the beginning of more and beautiful things to come

¡ Colossians 2:6–7 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me.
¡ The lives of followers of Jesus are to be characterized by: 

¡ worshipful surrender
¡ trust in the promises of the Lord 
¡ prayerful reliance
¡ openness to the power Jesus supplies to transform 
¡ being serious about finding joy in Jesus

¡ This is ABIDING!
¡ 1 John 2:4–6 

¡ A real connection to Jesus is a fruitful connection to Jesus



FRUITFULNESS COMES SOLELY FROM THE LIFE-GIVING GRACE OF 
JESUS (15:5)
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
¡ The union between Christ and a believer enables the production of spiritual fruit that 

can occur no other way
¡ Galatians 2:20 
¡ Philippians 3:7–11 

¡ Spiritual productivity is not possible if we are not abiding in Christ
¡ Every true follower of Jesus is fruitful
¡ Through Jesus, we can do whatever we are responsible to do before God

¡ Philippians 2:12–13 
¡ Philippians 4:13 

¡ Don’t give up and don’t give in
¡ Romans 6:12–14 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡What is your attitude toward the pruning hand of God, 
whose purpose is to make you more fruitful?

¡What are some of the cuts and snips God is doing in 
your life right now for which you can be thankful?

¡How well are you abiding in Christ?
¡ In what ways does God want you to adjust your abiding 

focus on Jesus today?
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