
John 14:15-24
The power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit produces love and obedience



Love and obedience are the evidence of the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (14:15-17)
15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
• Love for Jesus inspires more than warm feelings
• Loving devotion for Jesus is made evident through learning and living 

the truths He gives
•What are His commandments?
• The teaching of all of Scripture that finds its fulfillment in Jesus
• Matthew 5:17–18 

• We view all the commandments of Scripture through the lens of Jesus



Love and obedience are the evidence of the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (14:15-17)
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,
• The expressions of love and obedience characterizing followers of Jesus are not the 

product of natural feelings and personal determination
• Jesus tells His followers that He will be asking His Father to give them another Paraclete, 

one who comes alongside them to enable them to love and obey their Lord
• The promise Jesus makes is for every follower of Jesus who comes after them

• This promise is the fulfillment of New Covenant grace promised by the prophets Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel
• Jeremiah 31:31–34 

• Ezekiel tells us the source of new hearts that empower obedience and provides understanding of 
truth is the promised Holy Spirit
• Ezekiel 36:25–27 

• John reinforces this truth with a letter he writes later to instruct followers of Jesus in various 
churches
• 1 John 3:8b–10 

• Love and obedience are the evidence of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
• After the Holy Spirit is given, He will never be taken away



Love and obedience are the evidence of the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (14:15-17)
17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
• Jesus defines the “Helper” (Paraclete) as the Spirit of truth
• The people of the world have no share of or appreciation for the Holy Spirit

• 1 Corinthians 2:14 
• Spirit of truth” - a significant part of His ministry is to reveal the truth to followers of 

Jesus 
• “He dwells with you” – indicates activity among the followers of Jesus

• Hebrews 6:4–6 
• “will be in you” – anticipating what is initiated on the Day of Pentecost when promised 

individual indwelling of the Holy Spirit occurs
• He works internally giving a new heart, a new direction, and a new capacity for righteousness 

previously not known
• Romans 8:9
• The indwelling Spirit is supernatural life, supernatural illumination, supernatural empowerment, 

supernatural love, etc.



The absence of Jesus is not the abandonment of His 
followers (14:18-20)
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
• Jesus is going to leave His disciples
• The power of Christ comes to His people through the indwelling presence of the 

Spirit
• Ephesians 3:14–17

• God the Holy Spirit is not God the Son, but they are the same God and are united 
in purpose
• To know the Father is to know the Son and to know the Son is to know the Spirit



The absence of Jesus is not the abandonment of His 
followers (14:18-20)
19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because 
I live, you also will live.
• His victorious resurrection power is the power of spiritual life Jesus gives to all 

those He saves
• Romans 6:1–4 

20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
• “In that day” refers to the power of God revealed on the resurrection day of Jesus
• When resurrection life brings people from spiritual death to spiritual life, the 

gospel plan and purpose of God the Son become very personal
• The mutual indwelling of the Father and the Son is a wonderful truth about the Godhead
• The mutual indwelling of the Savior and the saved is a wonderful truth about salvation



Love, obedience, and the Father’s love sets followers 
of Jesus apart from the world (14:21-24)
21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to 
him.”
• It is those who love the Lord that are committed to obeying His commandments
• The description is not of keeping some rules
• Obedience becomes a way of life

• The relationship of love and loyalty is rooted in God
• 1 John 4:19 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to 
us, and not to the world?”
• Judas does not understand a Messiah that does not manifest Himself as a ruler of 

the world



Love, obedience, and the Father’s love sets followers 
of Jesus apart from the world (14:21-24)
23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
• How the followers of Jesus respond to Jesus is important
• The blessings and benefits God brings to those who love the Lord Jesus should be 

the focus of all disciples
• Having a “home” with the Father and the Son indicates the abiding blessing of the 

presence of the Father and the Son by the life of the Spirit
24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear 
is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.
• Regardless what people claim, those who do not obey the Lord do not love the 

Lord 
• Jesus does not come up with this teaching on His own; it is the eternal truth of 

God



Questions to Consider

•How are you seeing your love for God manifest itself in 
consistent obedience?
• In what ways do you recognize your obedience is the fruit of 

the power of the Holy Spirit?
•How does it encourage your heart to know you are not battling 

your flesh and the world alone?
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