
John 13:31-38
THE PROVISION OF LOVE AND LOYALTY BY JESUS



The nearness of the death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus is evidence of God’s glory (13:31-32)

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 
u “When he had gone out” – refers to the departure of Judas 
u “Now is the Son of Man glorified” – Judas moving forward to betray Jesus
u is another portion of the eternal plan of God for the redemption of God’s people
u “God is glorified in him” – the Father is intimately involved in the provision of salvation
u The deed Judas will do is indeed dastardly, but it is purposeful by God

u These troubling events (Cf. 13:21) do not cause the Lord discouragement or despair 
u These events are part of the fabric woven together by the sovereign hand of God
u This fabric is a mysterious composition of good and evil sovereignly directed by God for His glory and 

the blessing of those He saves
u Ecclesiastes 7:14 
u Lamentations 3:38 

u What Jesus will do as an atoning sacrifice is necessary and the way it is done is necessary 



The nearness of the death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus is evidence of God’s glory (13:31-32)

32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 
u God the Father and God the Son are united in the provision of salvation
u God the Father and God the Son are united in the glory that comes to them in the 

display of justice and mercy 
u “glorify him at once” – this is the last night before the crucifixion, so the death, burial 

and resurrection of Jesus are to occur quickly 
u What God the Father and God the Son work together to accomplish by providing 

salvation is beyond comprehension and gloriously beautiful
u Romans 11:33-36 



The Lord will return to glory away from His 
followers for a time (13:33)

33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the 
Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 
u Jesus addresses His disciples with compassion and tenderness 
u Jesus reflects on the times He has made similar points to the Jews

u John 7:33–34
u John 8:21 

u The tone of His statement to His disciples differs from the tone of His expression to the 
Jews
u Jesus tells the Jews, “you will not find me” (7:34), but He tells His disciples something different

u John 14:2-3 
u Jesus tells the Jews, “you will die in your sin” (8:21), but He tells His disciples, “Because I live, 

you also will live.” (14:19)
u The disciples Jesus cannot come yet, but His death, burial, resurrection and ascension 

will provide the way for His people to be united with Him eternally



Followers of Jesus have a new commandment to love 
one another (13:34-35)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. 
u While Jesus is away there are qualities that will characterize the relationships and interactions His 

followers will have
u Being command to love is not new

u Leviticus 19:18 
u The command to love reveals the weakness of the human heart to carry out the command unaided

u What makes the commandment of Jesus to love one another “new” is that by the power of 
Christ in us through New Covenant grace, we are enabled to love one another consistently
u Consistency in loving others is a manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit

u Romans 5:5 
u Loving others is what the power and presence of God teaches us to do

u 1 Thessalonians 4:9–11 

u “just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another” – the power behind this instruction is 
not the example of Christ, but the power of Christ in us 



Followers of Jesus have a new commandment to love 
one another (13:34-35)

35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
u Love among the people of God is not to be contained in the church, but put on 

display through the church
u Through Christ-empowered love, God makes His power in conversion known
u Selfless love and concern for others is not natural

u 1 John 3:14 
u 1 John 4:7–8 
u 1 John 4:12 

u The love brothers and sisters in Christ have for one another is a powerful gospel witness



Peter desires to be with Jesus and overestimates 
his determination and devotion (13:36-38)

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
u Peter, and probably the other disciples, pays more attention to the departure of Jesus than the 

manifestation of love and concern for others
u Hearing Jesus is going someplace he cannot go is unnerving
Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 
u In the short-term Peter cannot be with the Lord
u Jesus, calming Peter’s unsettledness, assures him that he will be with the Lord later
u Such ambiguity is not comforting or reassuring to Peter
37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
u Peter assumes Jesus is trying to protect him from hardship or life-threatening situations
u Peter is no coward

u Peter’s self-confidence is overconfidence
u Proverbs 16:18 
u 1 Corinthians 10:12



Peter desires to be with Jesus and overestimates 
his determination and devotion (13:36-38)

38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not 
crow till you have denied me three times. 
u Jesus challenges Peter to examine his heart a bit more closely

u Peter is as sincere as he knows how to be
u He will learn a valuable lesson about the weakness of his fleshly determinations

u Peter is quite possibly devastated by the words of Jesus and how little confidence the Lord had 
in him

u The coming power of Christ will energize Peter’s loyalty 
u In about 30 years Peter will be taken to Rome and crucified upside down because of his 

unwavering devotion to Jesus
u Love and loyalty are empowered in the people of God by Spirit of God
u He loyalty was predicted by the Lord prior to His ascension

u John 21:18–19 
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