
John 6:52-71
COMPLETE DEPENDENCE IS ESSENTIAL 



Complete dependence on God’s provision of Jesus is a 
necessity (John 6:52-59)
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
u These Jews are so earthly minded they cannot see beyond physical realities
u Jesus is speaking of spiritual truths by using physical things as examples
53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you.
u Context - it is consistently “coming” to Jesus that results in the satisfaction of hunger (Cf. verse 35); it is 

consistently “believing” in Jesus that satisfies thirst (Cf. verse 35); it is consistently “looking” to Jesus with 
surrender and worship that is the essence of eternal life (Cf. verse 40)

u Jesus is the true bread provided by God for the spiritual needs of His people

u Therefore, the eating of his flesh and the drinking of His blood indicates the complete dependence of 
people on Jesus for spiritual life
u He is referring to supernatural spiritual truths, not the actual ingestion of the body and blood of Jesus

u The saving reality of the work of Christ that will eventually lead to His crucifixion, is spiritual truth requiring the 
intervention of God the Father to empower people to understand and then come in complete dependence on Jesus

u John 6:37

u John 6:44

u The theme of spiritual truth and life will continue to the end of this chapter



Complete dependence on God’s provision of Jesus is a 
necessity (John 6:52-59)
54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.
u In verse 39 and 40 the same phrase “raise him up on the last day” occurs
u The substance of what Jesus means by “feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood” have 

already been explained earlier and are now expressed in different terms
55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks 
my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
u The idea Jesus presents with the words feeds and drinks is understood as complete 

dependence on Jesus daily
57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he 
also will live because of me. 
u Spiritual life from the Father will be realized only by complete dependence on Jesus



Complete dependence on God’s provision of Jesus is a 
necessity (John 6:52-59)
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. 
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
u True children of God, who have complete dependence on Jesus shown by coming, 

believing, looking, learning, etc. have eternal life
u Complete dependence on God’s provision of His Son from heaven is absolutely necessary 

for eternal life
59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
u The entirety of this discourse took place in the synagogue at Capernaum
u These are faithful Jews, believing in the authority of Scripture



Complete dependence comes only as the gift of God’s 
grace (John 6:60-65)
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 
u The instruction about God sending His Son from heaven to provide spiritual life for those who 

live in complete dependence on Jesus, is acknowledged as hard to accept
61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do 
you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he 
was before?
u Jesus and His teaching unsettle people who are bent on defining the benefits of following 

Jesus on their own terms
u They have earthly concerns that they idolize
u Jesus lets them know there will be more challenging things to grasp, because one day in the 

future He will ascend back to His home in heaven



Complete dependence comes only as the gift of God’s 
grace (John 6:60-65)
63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life.
u Jesus makes a contrast between the Spirit and the flesh
u There is no contribution of man to the gift of spiritual life – none at all
u The complete dependence on Jesus that is necessary is only realized by the gift of God’s 

grace
u If it makes no sense and is undesirable to you, you have no life
64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.)
u Hateful hostility is not uncommon from those rejecting the gospel truth of Jesus
u Judas has his own ideas about Jesus and is filled with hate when he realizes his earthly idols 

are crushed



Complete dependence comes only as the gift of God’s 
grace (John 6:60-65)
65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by 
the Father.” 
u John 6:44
u The people are hearing the truth and rejecting the truth because they are doing what they 

want to do
u It is for selfish decisions that people are held accountable by God, even though they will not 

come because they cannot come
u People, realizing they are not the ultimate decision maker, are commonly offended and will 

choose to malign God rather than come to Jesus in complete dependence
u Jesus is not shocked by rebellious hearts, and we shouldn’t be either, it is natural



Complete dependence exposes the children of God and 
the children of the devil (6:66-71)
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.
u “After this” – After what? 

u Jesus has proclaimed the absolute sovereignty of God regarding the way of salvation and those 
who will be saved

u Jesus as the Son of God and Savior is declaring the way of God to them

u The people have defined the Savior they want, and Jesus is not him!
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
u Jesus asks His closest disciples to take close personal inventory



Complete dependence exposes the children of God and 
the children of the devil (6:66-71)
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69

and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 
u In a sense Peter reveals that they are learning about Jesus, they have come to Jesus, they 

are believing in Jesus as the Holy One of God and their only hope of eternal life
u Peter says, what we all have said or felt at one time or another
u Complete dependence reveals that we are the children of God
70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He 
spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 
u Why did they stay?

u Because Jesus chose them

u But even regarding the 12 Jesus chose, one of them has a heart still enslaved to the enemy the 
devil

u This is not surprising to Jesus, but part of the sovereign plan of God



Questions to Consider

u Day by day, how are you living life in ways that show you know 
that complete dependence on Jesus is necessary?

u In what ways has God helped you to realize that complete 
dependence on Jesus for salvation and progressive sanctification 
is a gift of God’s grace?

u What fleshly and earthbound idols are being revealed by God’s 
grace in your life right now?

u In the light of truth and in the fires of trial, is the call for complete 
dependence revealing you are a child of God or a child of the 
devil?
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