
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Important Gospel Considerations on Resurrection Sunday



Refresh the 
Stabilizing and 
Sustaining 
Importance of 
the Gospel 
(15:1-2)

�God has the power to save sinners by opening hearts 
to receive and respond to life in Jesus

� The “Good News” of the cross is God’s power to save
� 1 Corinthians 1:18

� The ability to receive the gospel is a gift of spiritual life
� 1 Corinthians 2:14

� By gospel grace in Jesus people are able to stand in the 
presence of a holy and righteous God

� Romans 5:1–2



Refresh the 
Stabilizing and 
Sustaining 
Importance of 
the Gospel 
(15:1-2)

�The gospel is also a gift of progressive sanctification
� “being saved” – we have been saved, we are being saved, 

we will be saved
� Experiencing the fruit of saving grace is the way we live 

life to the glory of the Lord.
� Colossians 2:6–7

� “if you hold fast to the word I preached to you” –
gospel life is real if it provides the power to persevere

� Hebrews 3:12–14
� Colossians 1:21–23

� “unless you believed in vain.” – failure to persevere in 
gospel truth and life shows the profession of faith is a 
sham



Reflect on the 
Essential 
Elements of 
the Gospel 
(15:3-4)

� “I delivered to you” – the gospel is to be shared

� “first importance” - the gospel is central to life and 
ministry and a priority in life and ministry

�Three foundational elements of the gospel
1. “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures” 

– biblically our condemnation as sinners is just and the 
justice of our holy and righteous Creator must be 
satisfied
� None of us lives up to the righteous standard of God

� Romans 3:10
� Romans 3:23

� We are defiant traitors and self-serving people who make life 
about us

� To satisfy the justice of God’s unwavering righteousness, the 
penalty for sin is either paid in the fires of hell eternally or paid by 
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross

� 1 Peter 3:18
� Isaiah 53:4–5



Reflect on the 
Essential 
Elements of 
the Gospel 
(15:3-4)

2. “he was buried” – burial shows the certainty of 
His death

� The certainty of His death is the certainty of our death 
to the rule and reign of sin

� This is what believer’s baptism represents
� Romans 6:4

3. “he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures” – the resurrection of Jesus declares 
the victory of Jesus

� The resurrection verifies the righteous life Jesus lived 
and it proclaims the power of the gospel for all who 
believe

� Romans 6:5–11



Remember the 
Resurrection 
Appearances 
Supporting the 
Gospel (15:5-9) 

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

� The appearance of Jesus to people verifies His resurrection 
� Those who denied and abandoned Jesus in His dark hour are sought 

by the living Lord
� Life in Jesus brings forgiveness and transformation into consistent 

and bold gospel witnesses

� The resurrection life of Jesus, provides forgiveness and power 
to live a new life

� Romans 6:4

6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep.

� Jesus, in resurrection life, is made known to many people 

� The story of the resurrection can be verified 



Remember the 
Resurrection 
Appearances 
Supporting the 
Gospel (15:5-9) 

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 

� The brothers of Jesus did not believe Jesus was the Messiah 
until after His resurrection

� James eventually became a leader in the church in Jerusalem, 
once again showing the power of transformation

8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For 
I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God.

� The last Apostle Jesus reveals Himself to is Paul

� Resurrection power changes people, even really sinful and 
selfish people



Rejoice in the 
Transforming 
Power of the 
Gospel 
(15:9-11)

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. 

�The mercy of God and the power of God are visible in 
the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul

�Paul does not just mentally affirm gospel truth

�Paul understands the gospel, Paul experiences 
transformation by the gospel, and Paul 
communicates the gospel



Rejoice in the 
Transforming 
Power of the 
Gospel 
(15:9-11)

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

� “On the contrary” – Paul’s faith is not empty and meaningless 
(“vain”)

� Paul is empowered to change and work hard for the gospel

� Paul doesn’t take credit for the evidence of God’s grace in his 
life

� Paul makes much of God in all that He does
11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

� This is the gospel message followers of Jesus in Corinth 
understand and trust

� This is our gospel message

� This gospel message will bear fruit



Questions
to 
Consider

� Is the gospel a living reality in your life? 
�How are you seeing consistent evidence of 

gospel comprehension, transformation and 
communication on display from your life?
�Do you rejoice as you experiencing the power 

of the resurrection working in your life and 
working in the lives of your brothers and 
sisters?
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