
John 13:21-30
Betrayers bring pain and further God’s purpose 



The reality of 
betrayal is 
troubling 
(13:21-22)

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and 
testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
� Jesus is 100% deity and as God of very God these events are 

part of His eternal plan of redemption
� Jesus is 100% human and as a man He has feelings and 

emotions that react to negative circumstances just like any 
human would

� John keeps the coming betrayal before the eyes of his readers 
consistently

� John 6:64 
� John 6:70–71 
� John 12:4-5 
� John 13:11 

� If there was a betrayer of Jesus, there will be betrayers of His 
sheep

� The pain is real
� The sovereign plan of God will never be thwarted



The reality of 
betrayal is 
troubling 
(13:21-22)

� “one of you” – it was one of the twelve who knew of heart of 
Jesus and the ways of Jesus

� Disloyalty for a close friend hits hard and bruises deep
� Psalm 55:12–14 

� We are to be prepared for such things
� Matthew 10:21 

� Because of truth and righteousness, such pain can happen the 
closest of human relationship

� Matthew 10:35–36 

� This can happen in the church family
� Matthew 24:10 

22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke.

� The duplicity and deception of Judas is so real the disciples 
have no clue who it is

� Judas has no problem carrying on the masquerade 



The prediction 
of betrayal 
stirs up 
curiosity, 
concern and 
disclosure 
(13:23-26)

23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so 
Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that 
disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?”

� Peter shows his insatiable curiosity and gets John to ask Jesus to identify His 
betrayer

� Such a prediction causes genuine concern for the safety of Jesus and the rest 
of His followers

� As John leans his head back against Jesus, he asks Him, “Lord, who is it?”

� After John asks Jesus to identify the betrayer, he may have been the first to ask 
if he was the one, which led to each of them asking – “Is it I, Lord?”

� Matthew 26:20–25 

� For the eleven it seems to be humble inquiry 

� The disciples are emotional pinballs
26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 
dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot.

� The disciples must have taken Jesus’ statement and follow-on actions as 
symbolism they didn’t understand

� Dipping the bread and giving it to Judas is yet another display of kindness
� Matthew 5:43–48 
� Romans 12:20–21



Betraying 
Jesus is 
departure into 
darkness 
(13:27-30)

27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. 

� Judas takes the bread, but spurns the loving compassion of 
Jesus

� The self-centered evil of Judas opens his heart to prince of 
darkness 

� Satan did not care about liberating Eve from oppression
� Satan did not care about the prosperity of Judas
� Satan is all about opposing the way of truth and righteousness
� Adam and Eve end up in shame, hiding in the bushes covering their 

nakedness with leaves
� Judas ends up overcome with shame, hanging himself then falling 

onto a field at the base of a cliff (Cf. Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:16-19)



Betraying 
Jesus is 
departure into 
darkness 
(13:27-30)

Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.”

� Jesus let’s Judas know He sees through the pretense

� Ultimately, this shows the Lord’s sovereign control over all matters
28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, 
because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need 
for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 

� The disciples are still not aware that Judas is the betrayer

� Judas is such a seasoned manipulator, the disciples never suspect him 
30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 

� The disciples have no clue it is Judas, but Jesus made it clear that He knows

� The deceiver makes his way out of the light of Jesus and into the darkness 
of night

� The symbolism is rich
� John 8:12 



Questions to Consider 

� How is the knowledge that Jesus understands being troubled in 
heart by a betrayer helpful to your mindset and prayer life?

� In what ways do you examine the loyalty of your heart to Jesus and 
why do you think it is helpful to do so?

� How can the testimony of Jesus encourage your heart as you face 
opposition and betrayal?

� In what ways do you feel you can be a help to others who are 
experiencing opposition and betrayal?
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