
JOHN 13:12-20
THE WISDOM OF JESUS REGARDING HUMBLE SERVICE 



HUMBLE SERVICE CHARACTERIZES FOLLOWERS OF JESUS (13:12-17)

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place,
¡ This sort of culmination to the day’s events is not what the disciples were expecting
¡ When Jesus endures the cross, they will not be expecting that either
¡ he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?
¡ Jesus inquires as to whether His deed made a point
¡ Our Lord frequently uses life events to teach His people lessons

¡ Proverbs 16:33 
13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 
¡ The disciples of Jesus have properly identified him in honorable ways
¡ The act of service Jesus just performed does not mean that they were mistaken



HUMBLE SERVICE CHARACTERIZES FOLLOWERS OF JESUS (13:12-17)

14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you.
¡ Jesus humbly performed this act of service as an example to His followers
¡ The battles for recognition and authority stir the selfish desires of the flesh to be seen in the light of greatness
¡ One-upmanship is not a Christian desire

¡ 1 Corinthians 3:1–3 

¡ Comparative condemnation must be rejected as we are empowered to learn the ways of Jesus and walk in loving humility 
with one another 

16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
¡ Motivations for power and prominence are not proper motives for following Jesus
¡ We have been sent as messengers of gospel truth by Jesus
¡ If in His greatness He is marked by humble service, then His subordinates should be characterized by nothing less

¡ Mark 10:42–45

¡ Humble service is the way of Jesus and it is to be the way of His sheep



HUMBLE SERVICE CHARACTERIZES FOLLOWERS OF JESUS (13:12-17)

17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
¡ The only knowledge of truth that matters is truth that is practically applied

¡ James 1:22–25 

¡ “blessed” — characterized by happiness as a result of being highly favored by divine grace
¡ Humble service of others is not a duty for followers of Jesus – it is their delight 
¡ Knowing the truth of Jesus and living it out is what abiding in Christ is all about

¡ John 8:31–32



PRETENDERS ARE NOT CHARACTERIZED BY HUMBLE SERVICE 
(13:18-19)

18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
¡ Jesus is not applying these teachings to Judas
¡ Judas is a self-serving bitter and resentful man

¡ There will always be pretenders among the followers of Jesus, and they are usually self-deceived
¡ Their pretense is discovered by the consistent production of bad fruit 

¡ Matthew 7:15–20 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 
¡ The betrayal of Jesus by Judas is predicted in Scripture and must be fulfilled

¡ Psalm 41:9 
¡ All things, good and evil, serve the sovereign purpose of God
¡ This does not make such things understandable or pleasant, so we trust God’s purpose

¡ Acts 1:16–17 
¡ Disenchantment with the ways of Christ produces bitterness and resentment

¡ The rage of Judas is ignited by his worldly self-interest
¡ It seems unbelievable, but Judas is blinded by disappointment and disgust

19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 
¡ Jesus tells them about it now so that when it happens, they will not think it took Him by surprise
¡ The enemies of Jesus and His people are not too smart for the Lord
¡ Knowing that Jesus is aware will help the disciples see that God’s purpose is not thwarted
¡ What Joseph said to his brothers, Jesus can say about Judas

¡ Genesis 50:20 



HEARTS OPEN TO HUMBLE SERVICE ARE RESPONSIVE TO GOD AND 
HIS SERVANTS (13:20) 

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me.” 
¡ As the people of the Lord engage in gospel ministry, characterized by humble service, the 

reception of such kindness is a reception of the grace of the Lord
¡ The reception of the grace of the Lord is a reception of the Father who sent Jesus on this 

redemptive mission
¡ The path of gospel life and gospel ministry is a lowly path paved with humility
¡ But it is a path of dignity and honor as we delight to follow Jesus and do the Father’s will

¡ John 20:21 



QUESTION TO CONSIDER

¡ What lessons do you think the Lord teaching you in life and what is the 
evidence you are listening attentively?

¡ What acts of service are beneath you?
¡ Who are the people that are beneath your service?
¡ What specific acts of humble service toward others characterize your life?
¡ How is your heart encouraged by presence and power of Jesus because of the 

fruit of humble service you see in your life and you see in the lives of others?
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