
John 13:1-11
THE LORD OF GLORY DISPLAYED IN HUMBLE SERVICE



Love from the Lord is displayed by a 
humble act of service (13:1-5)
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end
u They are about to share their last Passover meal together
u “Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father,” 

communicates the victory of His completed work 
u John 3:16 

u The gospel work of Jesus brings His people into a relationship with Him that is filled with love 
and concern

u This will be exemplified by Him washing their feet as an example of loving service
u This will be fulfilled by Him as He bears their sin on the cross and provides their justification by 

His death, burial and resurrection 
u John 15:13



Love from the Lord is displayed by a 
humble act of service (13:1-5)
2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
to betray him,
u Judas is among the disciples and will have his feet washed by the Lord
u Satan plants the evil thought in the heart of Judas and Judas willingly embraces it
u When it is evident that his plans and dreams are shattered, he is resentful
u The devil puts the thought of betraying Jesus for money into the mind of Judas

u John 13:27 



Love from the Lord is displayed by a 
humble act of service (13:1-5)
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going back to God, 

u All authority and power reside in Jesus

u He is fully aware of the glorious position to which He will return

u Knowing His superior position, He shows that He is a humble servant
u Mark 10:45 

4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was wrapped around him.
u Jesus prepares to serve by stripping down to His loin cloth and getting and towel to dry their feet 

u His disciples are shocked and watch the actions of the Lord in stupefied silence
u Philippians 2:4–8

u We are to have the mind of our humble servant, Jesus Christ, consistently guiding our actions



Rejecting the benevolence of the Lord 
is rejection of His saving grace (13:6-9)
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”
u The others were silent, but Peter could not hold his tongue
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do 
not wash you, you have no share with me.”
u The Lord tells Peter that although what He is doing doesn’t make sense to him now, he will 

understand it better later 
u Peter’s resistance reveals Peter’s heart

u “You shall never wash my feet,” shows that he does not possess the humility necessary to be 
teachable

u Peter and the other disciples are preoccupied with positions of power and authority in the 
kingdom of the Messiah

u “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” - The fullness of this picture is the work of 
Jesus on the cross



Rejecting the benevolence of the Lord 
is rejection of His saving grace (13:6-9)
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”
u Peter’s reference to his hands and his head are the other parts of his body that are exposed 

and can be washed
u He does not quietly submit or humbly question

u Peter feels the necessity to tell Jesus how to serve him

u When we know we are prone to prideful comments and advice, we should pray God grants us a 
humble, quiet and teachable heart

u May God help us all to guard our tongue when we understand so little
u Proverbs 17:28



Positional truth splashes into the lives of 
God’s people in practical ways (13:10-11)
10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but 
is completely clean. 
u The initial cleansing of salvation Jesus Christ provides is a once-for-all act
u As we are refined through life, we will realize additional sins and weaknesses we must 

confess
u 1 John 1:8–9 

u Sanctification is a process of refinement into greater and greater Christlikeness
u 2 Corinthians 3:17–18 

And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was 
why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
u The disciples of Jesus are clean by justification
u If Judas can pretend in the visible presence of the Son of God, is it any wonder so many are 

deceived and pretending today?



Questions to Consider

u In what ways would you say that Jesus is the greatest gift 
you’ve ever received?

uHow does the example of His service stir your heart?
uAs a justified child of God are you walking in humility with 

consistent confessions of sins and weaknesses?
uMerry Christmas!
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