
John 12:44-50
A Description of  Saving Faith and Condemnation by Jesus



Believing and seeing Jesus is believing 
and seeing God the Father (12:44-45)

“Jesus cried out and said”

• Jesus spoke loudly and directly 

“Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me” – plain declaration that Jesus is not on 
His own

• John 7:16 
• Jesus is not an independent agent

• Jesus is united with His Father in a manner no mere human can claim to be

• To believe Jesus is to affirm that He comes from the heavenly Father on a divine mission of  redemption

• Jesus is the very message of  God in flesh
• John 1:1

• John 1:18 



Believing and seeing Jesus is believing 
and seeing God the Father (12:44-45)

“And whoever sees me sees him who sent me” – seeing Jesus is seeing the Father
• John 14:8–9

• Trusting in Jesus is trusting in the Father 
• John 10:27–30

• Believing and seeing Jesus is believing and seeing God the Father



Believing is the outcome 
of  radical transformation (12:46)

46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.

• Jesus came into the world as the light of  God

• He is the very glory of  God made known on the earth
• Unbelievers shun the light of  Jesus Christ and continue justifying their sinful selfish ways

• Darkness is the natural state of  all unbelievers who make the most of  their earthbound existence

• Genuine believers trust the grace and power of  God to transform their lives as they learn and love 
the truth

• John 3:19–21

• John 8:12 



Believing is the outcome 
of  radical transformation (12:46)

• The teaching of  Jesus is that His people will not remain in darkness

• They experience radical transformation and trust the truth of  Jesus
• Romans 6:17–18 

• “Believers,” like those described in verses 42-43, who love the glory of  man more than 
the glory of  God, know nothing of  the radical transformation from darkness to light 
that produces true belief  (hypocritical religious Jews who don’t truly know Jesus)
• John 12:42–43



Jesus comes to the world as the Savior 
whose word will reveal the condemned (12:47-48)

47 If  anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 
world but to save the world. 

• The purpose and mission of  Jesus is to provide salvation for the glory of  God

• Jesus did not come to judge those who do not follow His teaching and walk in His light

• He does not come to condemn them, because they stand condemned already
• John 3:17–18

• John 3:36 



Jesus comes to the world as the Savior 
whose word will reveal the condemned (12:47-48)

48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 
judge him on the last day.

• Judgment does take place
• Presently, unbelievers living under the just condemnation of  God are experiencing God’s judgment

• There is also a future judgment of  eternal condemnation that will come to all unbelievers 

• Matthew 7:22–23

• Those who are exposed to gospel truth will be judged more severely
• 2 Peter 2:21

• Jesus came to this world as the Savior whose word will reveal the condemned



Jesus is the very Word of  the Father (12:49-50)
49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself  given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 
50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.
• Again, Jesus clarifies that He is not on His own
• The Law of  Moses finds its fulfillment in the person, work and words of  Jesus

• God’s fullness is realized in Jesus and He brings the commanding authority of  God through His works and teaching
• Matthew 5:17

• Romans 10:4 

• In the authority of  God with a commandment – Jesus possesses divine authority in what He says and what He speaks
• Deuteronomy 18:18 

• What to say and how to say it are commanded by God
• As the Word of  God (Cf. 1:1), Jesus is the very expression of  God

• Luke 9:35



Questions to Consider

• In what ways is the deity of  Jesus Christ important to you?

• What are some of  the evidences showing the blessing of  God on 
your life, that are the result of  being called from the realm of  
darkness into the realm of  light in Christ?

• How do you see the teaching of  Jesus being precious to you day-
in and day-out? 
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