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Jesus embraces the affliction of God’s 
sovereign purpose (12:27)

Now is my soul troubled.
ØJesus acknowledges the weightiness of what is before Him as He prepares to go to the cross
ØThe reality of the consequences of sin are troubling 
ØSin and death must be conquered by His righteous sacrifice on the cross

Ø Hebrews 12:2 

And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour.
ØGoing to the cross is what He came to do, and He faces it with unwavering devotion
ØJesus will not pray to be delivered from “this hour”
ØHis humanity is stirred, and is united with His divine nature in unflinchingly devotion
ØIn Jesus we have a compassionate Savior who has taken our nature and is able to sympathize with us in our time of weakness

Ø Hebrews 4:14–16
ØJesus is our understanding and supportive strength in weakness, not a participant in weakness 

ØJesus willingly prepares for the cross and goes to the cross because this is His purpose
ØHe came as the suffering Savior to provide salvation for His people
ØPart of this plan is His gracious work to help us understand how desperately we need Him



Redemption’s dawn on Jesus brings glory to 
God the Father (12:28-30)

28 Father, glorify your name.” 
ØIn the face of affliction, this is the prayer Jesus offers
ØThe glory of God’s name is His priority purpose in redemption
ØEzekiel 36:22 

ØThe focus of Jesus should be our focus as well
Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”
Ø“I have glorified it” – the name of the Father is glorified in the incarnation and gospel ministry of Jesus
Ø“I will glorify it again” – through the cross, resurrection and ascension that is to come
ØThe eternal plan and purpose of God is to be accomplished without faultiness or wavering
29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
ØJesus understood His Father’s communication
ØThe Spirit of God revealed it to John to be included in his gospel
ØThe voice of God is announcing victory, not defeat
Ø30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.
ØA significant threshold in the ministry of Jesus is being crossed and the voice of the Father makes it more pronounced



Bearing God’s judgment, Jesus brings victory 
over Satan for sinners everywhere (12:31-33)

31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
ØThe cross is the decisive turning point of God’s judgment on sin and sinners
ØThe cross also stands as a decisive point of judgment for Satan and his host of evil angels
ØColossians 2:13–15 

32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death 
he was going to die.
ØThe phrase “I am lifted up” refers to the crucifixion of Jesus cross
ØJohn 3:14 

ØSalvation only comes by the effectual call of God
ØJohn 6:44 

Ø“all people” - means that those God saves will not be limited to the people of Israel
ØGod will draw people from all nationalities

Ø John 3:16 
ØRemember the Greek speaking Gentile that started this section



Scripture is confusing because people hear 
what they want to hear (12:34)

34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can 
you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?”

ØThe people are confused because, in their Scriptural assessment, the Messiah was an eternal figure
ØPsalm 110:4
ØIsaiah 9:7 
ØDaniel 7:13–14 
ØThese verses are true
ØBut their preconceived notions (desires) blind them to other truths 

ØFrom their Scriptural studies they gather no idea of a suffering Savior
ØTheir eyes are too earthly minded to be of any spiritual good 
ØA teachable heart desires to have adjustable filters for truth



Jesus is the guiding light of salvation 
(12:35-36)
Ø35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 
overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 
ØJesus does not answer their question directly
ØHe encourages them to walk closely with Him and the light of His truth
ØHe indicates they are blinded by preconceived ideas

ØFollowing Jesus in the light of truth never leads people astray
Ø"sons of light" are not those who are slightly or occasionally interested in light, but those whose life and practice are 
characterized with reference to light
ØEphesians 5:8 
Ø1 Thessalonians 5:5

ØLoving the light of Jesus keeps us out of darkness
Ø1 John 1:5–6

ØFollowers of Jesus are not to be half-hearted about the light



Question to Consider

ØWhat impact does Jesus embracing the affliction of God’s sovereign 
purpose have on you?

ØHow are you glorifying God for the redeeming work of Jesus?

ØIn what ways does God need to give you a more teachable heart?
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