
JOHN 12:20-26
THE GLORIFICATION OF GOD THROUGH THE 
CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS FOR ALL PEOPLES (PART 1) 



GENTILES REQUEST TO SEE JESUS (12:20-22)

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 
¡ “Greeks” - a term referring to Greek people, but the term came to be a 

generalized reference to Gentiles
¡ Gentiles who converted to Judaism were commonly referred to as “God-

fearers”
¡ They were drawn to Judaism by the teaching and authority of Scripture
¡ Now they are being drawn to Jesus because of the testimonies they are hearing of His 

power and authority
¡ They, too, are looking for the Messiah and are wondering if it is Jesus



GENTILES REQUEST TO SEE JESUS (12:20-22)

21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus.
¡ The construction of their request indicates they want to know Jesus by 

spending time with Him
¡ John wants to let us know Gentiles are around 
¡ Philip tells Andrew, Peter’s brother, then both of them go to Jesus to pass on 

the desire of these Gentiles in Jerusalem to worship at the Passover Feast
¡ We should never underestimate the drawing power of Jesus and the 

unexpected people that may be drawn to the Lord



DEATH FOR JESUS MEANS GLORIFICATION AND FRUITFULNESS 
(12:23-24)

23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
¡ Feelings of excitement and expectation are probably running high
¡ Jesus now utters words that must have thrilled them
¡ The Lord wants them to know something stupendous is about to happen through Him
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.
¡ Isaiah 55:8–9
¡ The cross is the glorious culmination of redemptive history
¡ The need of sinful men and women is met before a holy and just God solely by the work of 

Jesus



DEATH FOR JESUS MEANS GLORIFICATION AND FRUITFULNESS 
(12:23-24)

24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.
¡ As an agrarian society, they are very familiar with sowing seed and reaping a harvest

¡ A seed is planted in the ground and dies
¡ This provides the opportunity for germination and the production of a plant the bears abundant fruit

¡ The dead seed is honored in the fruitfulness of the plant it produces

¡ Jesus is about to be put to death on the cross
¡ His death will provide the means of life and fruitfulness

¡ The glory of the death of the Savior is seen in His resurrection victory, producing life and fruitfulness for all those 
who believe in and follow Him

¡ Life and fruitfulness flowing from the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, brings glory to 
God through the saving and sanctifying work of Jesus



FOLLOWING JESUS IS DEATH TO SELF-CENTEREDNESS FOR LIFE IN 
DIVINE FELLOWSHIP AND HONOR (12:25-26)

25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
¡ Jesus describes the fruitfulness of His life in the lives of those He saves and transforms
¡ To love one’s life in this world is to seek to find pleasure, protection and provision from the 

self-centered gratifications sought in this world
¡ Despite many hurts and disappointments, they refuse to stop loving their life in this world
¡ Jesus says that all those loving their life in this world will ultimately lose it

¡ The one experiencing blessing is the one who hates his life in this world
¡ No amount of momentary self-gratification brings satisfaction, so now they are finding meaningful 

gratification and satisfaction by living for the glory of God in all things
¡ God gave their pointless worldly lives purposeful eternal life



FOLLOWING JESUS IS DEATH TO SELF-CENTEREDNESS FOR LIFE IN 
DIVINE FELLOWSHIP AND HONOR (12:25-26)

26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
¡ Jesus further describes this satisfying life as one that serves and follows Him

¡ Serving Jesus is humbly surrendering to Him and giving up your demand to call the shots
¡ Following Jesus is a description of loving, listening, learning and loyalty to Jesus

¡ We walk in His presence when we know, obey, and are purified by His truth
¡ 1 John 1:5–7

¡ In this life of fellowship and obedience we are richly blessed by His presence
¡ Matthew 28:18–20
¡ Hebrews 13:5

If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
¡ For those who love, listen, learn and are loyal to Jesus, God brings blessing upon blessing
¡ Peace, satisfaction, and delight, the most successful in the world know nothing about, is given by God 

to the faithful followers of Jesus



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ Are there ways you underestimate the drawing power of God and find yourself discouraged 
or frustrated?

¡ As you see your spiritual life and fruitfulness, and as you witness the life and fruitfulness of 
your brothers and sisters in Christ, how glorious is the cross of Christ to you?

¡ What are some things in your life that show the power of Christ through your death to 
worldly self-centeredness?

¡ What are some things in your life that show the power of Christ through your enjoyment 
of the fellowship you share with Him?

¡ How does your heart need to be renewed to love, to listen, to learn and to be loyal to 
Jesus?
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