
JOHN 12:9-19
THE WORK OF GOD OCCURS 
ON MULTIPLE LEVELS AND IN 
MULTIPLE WAYS 



PEOPLE ARE BOTH DRAWN AND DISTRESSED BY JESUS AND THE 
IMPACT OF HIS WORK (12:9-10) 
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. 
¡ Word traveled to Jerusalem of the return of Jesus to Bethany, so a crowd made its way to Bethany in order to see Jesus and 

Lazarus
¡ People are drawn to Jesus by His word and His works 
10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going 
away and believing in Jesus. 
¡ In this verse we see the common consequence of sinful choices

¡ Some sin leads to more sin
¡ The sin of the Jewish leaders will not stop at their decision to condemn Jesus to death without a trial and with no proof of a violation of the Law
¡ Their sin of planning to kill Jesus now includes a plan to kill Lazarus

¡ “going away” - they are refusing to follow the dictates of their religious leaders
¡ “believing in Jesus” - they are turning from their leaders and seeking Jesus

¡ Genuine faith in Jesus brings conversion and transformation
¡ 2 Corinthians 5:17 

¡ This is not the result of personal determination, but the resurrection power of Jesus
¡ Romans 6:17–18



PEOPLE COME TO JESUS LOOKING FOR A SELF-STYLED SAVIOR 
(12:12-15)

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, even the King of Israel!” 
¡ A large throng of Jewish people made their way to Jerusalem to observe the Passover
¡ Reports of the miraculous works Jesus continues doing in and around Judea create a stir
¡ Knowing He is on His way from Bethany to Jerusalem, they excitedly prepare to welcome Him
¡ Masses of people line the roadway, envelope Jesus, and cry out “Hosanna!” – bring salvation now

¡ When we are convinced Jesus must deliver us from discomfort, affliction and suffering, we are seeking a “self-styled” Savior and
King
¡ Luke 9:23
¡ Philippians 1:29

¡ Jesus fulfills the surrendered cry of “Hosanna!” from us



PEOPLE COME TO JESUS LOOKING FOR A SELF-STYLED SAVIOR 
(12:12-15)

¡ “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” - a chant drawn from an Old Testament 
song
¡ Psalm 118:25–26

¡ John writes to readers who understand the glorious salvation Jesus brought 
¡ For Jew and Gentile believers, Jesus brings salvation now (Hosanna!)

14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, 
your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
¡ Amid the throngs of people with their shouts and songs, Jesus takes a seat on a donkey
¡ John records this as the perfect fulfillment of Scripture and God’s intent

¡ Zechariah 9:9
¡ In humble confidence, Jesus affirms the war is won



PEOPLE ARE GRANTED INSIGHT ABOUT JESUS GRADUALLY (12:16)

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
¡ As all these events unfold, the disciples witness the crowds and their words, as well as the actions of Jesus

¡ It wasn’t all making sense to them at the time
¡ It was only following the resurrection and ascension of Jesus that the Holy Spirit helped them to make sense of it all

¡ We can all think we understand things better than we do
¡ Praise God for the patience of our masterful Teacher



PEOPLE IMPACTED BY THE POWER OF JESUS SHARE THAT 
TESTIMONY WITH OTHERS (12:17-18)

17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done 
this sign. 
¡ The people who saw Jesus call Lazarus out of the tomb could not keep quiet

¡ They were sharing with others the incredible power of Jesus 
¡ It is vividly revealed in the life of Lazarus

¡ Shouldn’t the same practice be ours?
¡ Raising Lazarus is an incredible miracle with real life evidence
¡ Raising people spiritually is an incredible miracle with real life evidence!

¡ It should be our passion to share the gospel message of life and light
¡ Romans 1:16
¡ Romans 10:14–15



PEOPLE WHO FEEL IMPORTANT CAN BECOME SELF-PROTECTIVE 
BECAUSE OF JESUS (12:19)

19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. 
¡ All the attempts the Pharisees make to intimidate people and stifle the ministry of Jesus don’t work
¡ The reality is that nothing can restrain the power of God
¡ The purpose and passion of the Pharisee is to protect their worldly powerbase and the comfort with which they have grown 

accustomed
¡ If you think you are important, you are self-protective, and the gospel message of Jesus makes it evident

¡ 1 Peter 5:6

Look, the world has gone after him.” 
¡ They use hyperbole 
¡ But they speak more accurately than they realize
¡ In their lifetimes they would watch the message of Jesus spreading throughout the world
¡ The message has gone into all the world and we are proof of it



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ What is your reaction to the fact that the impact of Jesus and His work 
draws and distresses people?

¡ How are you seeing the evidence of conversion and transformation in your 
life?

¡ What will you do when people around you express their desires for Jesus to 
be a self-styled Savior?

¡ How are you and others impacted by the power of Jesus and how are you 
sharing that good news with others? 
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