
JOHN 12:1-8
EXTRAVAGANT WORSHIP - REJECTED BY MEN AND WELCOMED BY JESUS 



HONORING JESUS WITH HOSPITALITY (12:1-2)
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 

¡ The Passover Feast in Jerusalem is approaching

¡ Jesus makes His way toward Jerusalem, returning to Bethany and the company of Lazarus whom He raised from the dead

2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 

¡ From other gospel witnesses we learn that this dinner is in the home of man named Simon, whose leprosy Jesus healed

¡ Martha helps serve the meal at Simon’s house

¡ Serving is evidently Martha’s natural bent 

¡ Luke 10:38–42

¡ Mary appears to be more of a reflective worshiper

¡ Comparative condemnation of the way people try to honor the Lord is seldom helpful

¡ 1 Corinthians 10:31

¡ Colossians 3:17

¡ Lazarus is among the honored guests, reclining at table with Jesus



AN ACT OF WORSHIP THAT IS COSTLY, FOCUSED, AND ENVELOPING 
(12:3)

3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet 
with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

¡ The record of this anointing is shared in two other gospel accounts

¡ Matthew 26:6–13

¡ Mark 14:3–9

¡ Mary finds her heart captivated by Jesus at this event

¡ She anoints Jesus from her jar of spikenard, an expensive and wonderfully aromatic ointment

¡ The attention of John’s account of the anointing is on the feet

¡ Matthew and Mark concentrate on His head

¡ Mary uses her hair to spread the ointment evenly over His feet

¡ The magnificence of this act of worship is plain for all to see and to enjoy

¡ Mary is a fantastic example of a focused and uninhibited worshiper



CHRIST-HONORING WORSHIP WILL BE RESENTED BY THE SELF-
CENTERED AND THE MORALIST (12:4-6)

4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 

¡ As the fragrance of the nard is spreading, so, too, is the squelching stench of negativity and criticism

¡ It likely starts with Judas, but according to the accounts in Matthew and Mark, the disciples and the others gathered 
for the dinner joined in condemning Mary for her wasteful and disgraceful act

¡ We can almost hear the critical fires spread

¡ But did they once stop to think and say, “Why are we eating a celebratory meal? Let’s take this food and drink to the 
poor!”

6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to 
help himself to what was put into it. 

¡ Materialism is Judas’ problem

¡ It is a shame that Christ-honoring worship will be resented by those who are self-centered and those who are 
moralists



CHRIST-HONORING WORSHIP IS WELCOMED BY JESUS (12:7-8)

7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 

¡ Jesus defends and accepts the extravagant worship of Mary

¡ Mary’s act of anointing Jesus, like Caiaphas statement earlier, provide a more accurate picture than they realize
8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

¡ Jesus makes it clear, the poor will always exist in any society

¡ It is the nature of fallen men and women in a fallen world

¡ Deuteronomy 15:11

¡ There will always be opportunities to care for the poor and needy and it is something we should do



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ In what ways is your fixation on Jesus stirring your heart with desires for 
uninhibited worship?

¡ How extravagant are you in your love for and worship of the Lord?

¡ Are you like Mary?

¡ Are you like Judas?

¡ Are you so captivated by Jesus that you are willing to worshipfully devote 
your most valued possession to Christ?



JOHN 12:1-8
EXTRAVAGANT WORSHIP - REJECTED BY MEN AND WELCOMED BY JESUS 


