
JOHN 11:45-57
VARIOUS REACTIONS TO JESUS ARE 
ACCOMPLISHING GOD’S PURPOSE



REACTIONS TO THE WORK AND MINISTRY OF JESUS CAN BE 
DIVERSE (11:45-46) 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, 
believed in him, 
¡ From this group of observers, John reports that a large portion believed in Jesus

¡ The ministry of Jesus declares in a variety of ways that He is the long-anticipated Messiah
¡ Martha, Mary and Lazarus openly affirm their faith in Him 
¡ Seeing Lazarus come back to life after four days in the tomb inspired their Messianic affirmation of 

Jesus
46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
¡ A smaller group of observes of this miraculous resurrection, return to Jerusalem to 

report to the Pharisees
¡ It is hard to imagine people observing a display of divine power more significant than 

Jesus bringing someone back from the dead  



REACTIONS TO THE WORK AND MINISTRY OF JESUS CAN BE 
DIVERSE (11:45-46) 

¡ What was true then is true now
¡ Impressive displays of power and flawless presentations of Scriptural facts 

don’t change hearts
¡ John 6:44
¡ John 6:63
¡ John 6:65

¡ Our gospel responsibility is to share the word of God and to pray that God 
will bring dead hearts to life, drawing people to gospel truth in Jesus as 
Savior and Lord



SELF-CENTEREDNESS IS EXPOSED BY THE POWERFUL WORK 
OF JESUS (11:47-48)
47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man 
performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 
and take away both our place and our nation.”
¡ The Jewish leaders want to determine what they need to do because of all the miraculous things Jesus is 

doing
¡ They see themselves as the authority and their common practices as the standard of evaluation – “If we let him go 

on like this”
¡ There jealousy and worry over defections among their followers – “everyone will believe in him”

¡ Protection of their earthly occupations and lives is their priority – “the Romans will come and take away 
both our place and our nation” 
¡ These Jews do not consider their lives and choices worldly
¡ Their primary concern is with maintaining the lives with which they have grown accustomed
¡ One-upmanship is worldliness

¡ 1 Corinthians 3:3–4

¡ The gospel work of Jesus still exposes self-centeredness, even if the self-centered don’t see it



GOD USES PEOPLE IN POSITIONS OF POWER TO ACCOMPLISH 
HIS PURPOSE (11:49-52)
49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die 
for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 
¡ Caiaphas speaks condescendingly to the other leaders and the quandary they have 

made of the situation with Jesus – “You know nothing at all”
¡ Caiaphas sees himself to be in command of the situation and prepared to take action
50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, 
not that the whole nation should perish.
¡ The correction of this situation will require that Jesus be put to death for the sake of the 

people, sparing both their place and their nation
¡ Caiaphas speaks more accurately than he knows



GOD USES PEOPLE IN POSITIONS OF POWER TO ACCOMPLISH 
HIS PURPOSE (11:49-52)
51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

¡ John tells us this double-layered meaning is by God’s design and describes God accomplishing His work of 
redemption 

¡ The Apostle Peter identifies the nation of the new covenant as the people of God, by faith in Jesus Christ, from 
both Jewish and Gentile heritage
¡ 1 Peter 2:9–10

¡ “also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad” – John applies the benefit of the nation 
to unification of all redeemed people in Christ
¡ John 10:15–16

¡ God’s purpose will be accomplished on His earth
¡ Isaiah 46:9–11

¡ God uses people in positions of power to accomplish His purpose
¡ Acts 2:22–23



DEATH FOR JESUS WILL COME AT GOD’S APPOINTED TIME 
(11:53-54)

53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 
¡ They arrive at the judgment of death because they determine Him guilty of breaking the 

law of making their lives uncomfortable
54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the 
region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the 
disciples. 
¡ Jesus shows again that the offering of His life on the cross is by the plan and timing of 

God, not of man
¡ When it is time, Jesus will lay down His life

¡ John 12:23



GODLINESS IS NOT THE RESULT OF HEARTLESS RELIGIOUS 
RITUAL (11:55-57)
55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the 
Passover to purify themselves. 
¡ The Jewish leaders and the Jewish people will be meticulous about ceremonial cleanness, while they have 

violated the Law repeatedly in their desire to arrest and kill Jesus
¡ Their religious activities, though demanding, are empty and meaningless
¡ Our image conscious activities and worship do not make us godly
56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he 
will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew 
where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him. 
¡ The people were looking for Jesus, knowing their leaders are determined to arrest Him and kill Him
¡ All the people are gathered to engage in an act of worship, to honor God for protecting them from death for 

their sinfulness, by the blood of a lamb
¡ They are guilty of plotting against the Lamb of God that the Passover represents
¡ Godliness comes from hearts that are made alive, forgiven and transformed
¡ We don’t need empty religious ritual; we need Jesus!

¡ 2 Peter 1:3–4



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ How would you describe your reactions to the work and ministry of Jesus?
¡ What do you plan to do about the manifestations of self-centeredness and 

worldly comfort protection abiding in your heart that the truth of God is 
revealing?

¡ How have you seen people in positions of power (good and evil) accomplish 
the purpose of God? 

¡ In what ways has Jesus broken your law by making your life uncomfortable?
¡ How have you found your religious activities to be empty and meaningless?
¡ Are you aware of ways that you need protection and cleansing by the blood 

of the Lamb? 
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