
John 11:17-44
THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS 



Jesus is the divine power source of resurrection 
and life (11:17-27)
John 11:17–27 17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
u The words of Martha to Jesus are not spoken in resentment, but in grief and in faith in His 

power to heal the sick
u His arrival after the death of her brother has not dampened her confidence in abilities 

because of His relationship with God
u But she is not thinking that Jesus will bring her brother back to life

u John 11:39



Jesus is the divine power source of resurrection 
and life (11:17-27)
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
u Jesus uses this situation as an opportunity to expand Martha’s understanding of the life-giving impact He 

has on those who trust in Him
u Jesus has the power to resurrect human life and He has the power to give spiritual life
u Those with the gift of life and faith, who are focused on Jesus, are recipients of eternal life.

u John 3:3

u “Do you believe this?”
u Jesus is not asking Martha if she believes He can resurrect her brother now

u He wants to know if she trusts Him with her life as the “founder and perfecter” of her faith

u Jesus is not only wanting simply a verbal confession of faith; He wants her life to be focused on His life and truth with 
enduring worshipful surrender

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
u Martha takes the words of Jesus as words of hope for the future in line with His previous teaching.

u John 6:39–40

u Jesus is examining and challenging her faith and confidence in His word and work



People’s deficiency of faith and truth stirs deep 
reactions from Jesus (11:28-37)
John 11:28–37 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some 
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 
from dying?” 



People’s deficiency of faith and truth stirs deep 
reactions from Jesus (11:28-37)
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 
u “he was deeply moved”

u The word can describe the snorting of a horse and suggests anger and outrage

u The sense of this word is one that promotes, not emotional grief, but that of rebuke coming from 
the desire to censure severely or angrily 

u “greatly troubled” - to stir up, cause great distress, cause to move back and forth
u Jesus is distressed and frustrated by the circumstances and shallow faith of the people



People’s deficiency of faith and truth stirs deep 
reactions from Jesus (11:28-37)
34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
u “Jesus wept” – meaning to shed tears out or frustration and irritation
u Why the outrage causing His body to move back and forth?
u Why the tears of disappointment and frustration?
u Jesus weeps because the people, including His disciples, fail to see and trust His power as 

the Son of God
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have 
kept this man from dying?”
u The people see Jesus missing the opportunity to heal Lazarus like He healed others



The word and power of Jesus is the glory of God 
on display (11:38-44)
John 11:38–44 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, 
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his 
hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”



The word and power of Jesus is the glory of God 
on display (11:38-44)
u 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

against it. 
u Aggravated at the nature of unbelief around Him, Jesus goes to the mouth of the tomb that holds 

Lazarus

u His groaning aggravation flows from the mourners questioning His power as recorded in verse 37

u The power of God is necessary to give life to the dead and Jesus has it!

u 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 
u For Martha, Mary, and the others in attendance, the opportunity and anticipation for Jesus to do 

something is in the past

u “Lazarus, come out,”
u Lazarus is revived and obediently shuffles to the entrance

u He is unwrapped from the grave clothes and welcomed back among the living

u Jesus truly is the resurrection and the life revealing the glory of God and His glory as the Son of 
God



Questions to Consider

u As with Paul, if our sufficiency for ministry in word and work is from God, how are we 
operating like it, or is Jesus weeping?
u 2 Corinthians 3:4–6

u How are we destroying strongholds, arguments and lofty opinions raised against the 
knowledge of God in the power of Jesus and His truth, or is Jesus weeping?
u 2 Corinthians 10:3–5

u How frequently and efficiently are you wielding the sword of God’s word both in and 
outside the church?
u Hebrews 4:12–13

u Ephesians 5:11

u Are you emboldened by grace to believe Jesus more completely and trust His word and 
work more confidently?
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