
JOHN 11:1-16
Learning to Trust our Pain and Problems to the Plan and Purpose of the Lord



Entrust Problems to Jesus (11:1-3) 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with 
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.”

■ John’s Gospel introduces a man named Lazarus who has a serious illness 

■ Jesus left the murderous pursuit of the Jews in Jerusalem and went to the north 
on the other side of the Jordan river 

■ John refers to the sister Mary as the woman known for anointing the feet of Jesus, 
an event he describes in next chapter (12:1-8) 

■ In our times of need, we need to entrust our problems to the Lord who love us
– Matthew 7:7–11 



Troubles are Handled in Ways that Bring Glory to the Lord (11:4-6)
4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when 
he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
■ Jesus tells them that the illness does not lead to death
■ What happens to Lazarus is for the glory of God, and Jesus, as the Son of God, will be glorified through it

– Even before the messengers return to Bethany, Lazarus died
– The messengers may have shared what Jesus said, adding to the confusion of the sisters and 

focusing their hope on his future resurrection
■ John 11:23–24

■ “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus” - John makes the point explicit – Jesus loves each 
member of this family dearly

■ The conjunction “So” ties the Lord’s two-day delay to His love for the family
– They will see the depth of the love Jesus has for them
– They will experience a display of His power confirming His Messianic identity and assuring them of 

His ability to secure the future
■ The Lord always has a purpose for His timing

– The delay is good for the disciples, for the family, for the Jews who see it, for the testimony it has 
been down through the centuries

– If the glory of the Lord is your chief desire, the delays you encounter are what is best for you and 
others



The Lord Determines the Timing in Dealing with Troubles (11:7-10)

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the 
light is not in him.”

■ Jesus informs His disciples they are returning to Judea

■ Knowing the hostile environment they left in Jerusalem, they don’t favor the idea of returning

■ “Are there not twelve hours in the day?” – Jews divided the daylight hours into twelve equal 
segments

■ How do we walk in the light of Jesus? 
– Learning and living the His words of truth
– Embrace obedience - It is always right to do right!

■ There is so much we do not see and understand, but we must learn to trust the timing of the Lord 
in dealing with our troubles



Seeing the Glory of the Lord on Display is Valuable (11:11-15)
11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am 
glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
■ Jesus gives the reason for heading back into Judea – “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”

■ The disciples weigh out the pros and cons
– They affirm that if a sick man gets some rest, he will eventually feel better
– They think Jesus will do well to listen to their enlightened advice

■ Jesus tells the disciples that Lazarus already died
– “and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe”
– Jesus affirms what Martha and Mary communicate when Jesus arrives

■ John 11:21
■ John 11:32

– Jesus affirms that it will be better for them that He did not intervene prior to the death of Lazarus
■ The faith of the disciples will be strengthened by what Jesus will do
■ Jesus will show He has power over life and death

■ The Lord is clearly interested and involved in strengthening the faith of His followers

■ Many of the faith-strengthening circumstances the Lord leads us through will not be easy



Human Resolve is Misguided in the Face of Affliction (11:16)
16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
■ This disciple is commonly referred to as “Doubting Thomas”
■ Thomas speaks more accurately than he knows

– This journey of Jesus into Jerusalem will end in his death
– History records that every disciple other than John is martyred for the cause of Christ

■ May we receive the challenge of Thomas, not in our own strength, but in the power of the strength 
God supplies

– Mark 8:34
– Galatians 2:20

■ Human resolve is misguided in the face of affliction
– Proverbs 16:18

■ Humble dependence on Jesus is our ever-present help in time of need
– 2 Corinthians 4:7–11



Questions to Consider

■ How well do you wait on the Lord as you trust your pain and your 
problems to His plan and purpose?

■ Do you consistently and openhandedly entrust your pain and problems 
to the Lord?

■ In what ways does your trust and your countenance reveal that the 
glory of the Lord is your chief concern?

■ How can you strengthen you faith so that you trust God timing in 
dealing with your problems and your pain?
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