
John 10:31-42
Jesus confronts His opponents 
by defending His mission with 
the authority of Scripture



Death Threats Require Scriptural Justification from 
Religious Leaders (10:31-33)
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him.
• Finding what they believe is justification to kill Jesus, this group of religious leaders becomes a violent 

mob, picking up stones to stone Jesus to death
• The word “again” refers back to the interaction in chapter 8

• John 8:58–59
• Violent condemnation of “wrong-doing” by these Jewish religious leaders should be supported by 

Scripture
32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you 
going to stone me?”
• Jesus calls their attention to His undeniable good works
• Jesus is asking them to prove Him guilting of wrongdoing that the Law condemns as a capital offense
• “I have shown you many good works from the Father”
• Jesus says that the works He does are the good and beautiful works of God

• John 5:19
• These Jews have no time for facts or humble reconsideration of their reasoning
• Self-centered, predetermined opinions about others are seldom accurate



Death Threats Require Scriptural Justification from 
Religious Leaders (10:31-33)
33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”
• They are not taking issue with what He does
• They are taking issue with what He says

• We should easily see how they arrive at this conclusion
• It is much easier to react than to research, feeling justified in our shallow conclusions

• What these Jews don’t know, and refuse to hear, is deadly
• Jesus is not making Himself God - Jesus is the eternal Word that was with God and is God

• John 1:1
• John 1:14

• Many times, rather than jumping to quick conclusions, it would be better for us to open our 
Bibles and get on our knees



Consistency in Applying Scripture is Important 
(10:34-36)
34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’?
• Is it not written in your Law,” - holds them to the authority of Scripture they champion 
• Psalm 82:6–7
• The context of the song describes rulers and judges in Israel who received God’s word and 

were responsible to live it and enforce it among the people
• God gave men representing His truth among His people the title “gods,” affirming their 

positions of responsibility and honor 
• They did not fulfill their responsibilities to uphold the truth, but were unjust and partial to 

the wicked
35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken—
• This Scripture records mere men being given the title “gods” because they were given the truth 

of God’s word to guide and direct the people
• The issue they have raised about the title “god” being held by a man is shown to be wrong



Consistency in Applying Scripture is Important 
(10:34-36)
36 do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
• In reference to Himself, Jesus says, “him whom the Father consecrated and sent 

into the world,” 
• Jesus is “consecrated” (set apart – holy) in His gospel mission of redemption
• Jesus is “sent into the world” from His preincarnate place in glory
• Not only are they making a point they cannot consistently support from 

Scripture, they have no idea who they are condemning
• Self-serving, emotional reactions of condemnation are usually Scripturally 

misguided and wrongheaded



The Works of Jesus Confirm His Connection with God 
the Father (10:37-39)
37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me;
• Jesus challenges them to take inventory of what He does instead of being misguided by 

what He says
• If they know God, they will know the heart and work of Jesus is in perfect alignment 

with God the Father
38 but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may 
know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”
• Jesus is imploring them to reevaluate Him in light of His works

• In the light of God, truth is revealed
• In the darkness of self-preservation and self-justification we have no sight of God or His ways

• Being unteachable, for whatever reason is dangerous and destructive
39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.
• For these prideful and infuriated Jews there is no pause and no prayerful evaluation
• God is in control and His plan is unshakable

• John 10:17–18



Some Come to Faith in Jesus Through the 
Consistency of His Ministry (10:40-42)
40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been 
baptizing at first, and there he remained.
• Jesus leaves the onslaught of opposition in Jerusalem
41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that 
John said about this man was true.”
• John made straight the way of the Lord, declaring what the Messiah would do
• John’s witness is bearing fruit even after John is gone
42 And many believed in him there.
• May our honest words about the presence and power of Jesus be used of God to 

bring others to seek out Jesus



Questions to Consider

• Are your acceptance and walk with Jesus primarily on His terms or your 
terms?
• Are you more prone to jump to conclusion or to open your Bible and 

get on your knees?
• How have you found yourself engaging in self-serving, emotional 

reactions of condemnation that are Scripturally misguided and 
wrongheaded?
•What examples can you give from the past 6 months that you are 

teachable?
• How does the character and purpose of Jesus in this passage speak to 

your heart?
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