
John 10:1-21
Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd of His Sheep 



A Shepherd 
with His 
Sheep 
Illustrates the 
Aftermath of 
the Blind 
Man’s Healing 
(10:1-6)

1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 

� What Jesus is teaching about the responses of people to Him as the “door” 
and the “shepherd” explains the reaction of the blind man Jesus healed and 
the Jews

� Jesus uses the example of the sheepfold to confront the self-consumed 
Jewish leaders and to explain to the Jewish people how the Lord’s sheep 
respond to Jesus the Shepherd

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the 
gatekeeper opens.

� Shepherds have ownership and are granted access

The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice.

� The shepherd signals his sheep with a unique call or by addressing each 
sheep by name

� The elect sheep who belong to Jesus respond to His effectual call and 
follow



A Shepherd 
with His 
Sheep 
Illustrates the 
Aftermath of 
the Blind 
Man’s Healing 
(10:1-6)

5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not 
know the voice of strangers.” 

� Sheep respond to a stranger with caution and sometimes panic

� The voice of a stranger brings no assurance or guidance
6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them.

� The example Jesus uses is something very familiar to them

� However, the point Jesus illustrates escapes their mental grasp



First 
Application of 
the Sheep 
Fold Proverb: 
Jesus is the 
door (10:7-10)

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 

� Jesus applies the example He gave to Himself presenting two ways to view 
Him

� He is the door
� John 14:6

� He is the Good Shepherd

8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 
to them. 

� This applies to the Jewish religious leaders ruling in Judea and Galilee

� As “thieves and robbers” their concern is self-centered, and they invest 
their effort in exploiting the sheep rather than truly caring for them

� Luke 16:13–14

� Thankfully, God blesses His people with spiritual biblical discernment

� They don’t listen to false teacher because they perceive what they say is 
out of line with Scriptural truth



First 
Application of 
the Sheep 
Fold Proverb: 
Jesus is the 
door (10:7-10)

9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. 

� Jesus is the only door, and therefore, the only way of salvation

� Salvation means justification - delivered from God’s wrath and blessed 
with righteousness

� John 3:17

� We receive the ongoing realities of spiritual protection and provision, in 
and through Jesus Christ (“go in and out and find pasture”)

� Colossians 2:6–7
� 2 Peter 1:3–4

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 

� People are repeated beguiled by religious, humanistic, or political saviors

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

� Jesus promises to grant life to His sheep abundantly – that which goes way 
beyond necessity

� It means more than never ending
� Life in Christ promises to be beyond our wildest dreams
� When it is not, we are not following with worshipful focus and surrender



Second 
Application of 
the Sheep 
Fold Proverb: 
Jesus Lays 
Down His Life 
for His Sheep 
(10:11-18)

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

� As the Good Shepherd, Jesus is not tending the flock for what He can get, 
but for what He can give

� Because of the death of Jesus, His sheep have life
� He provides His life as an atoning sacrifice

� The death of Jesus provides eternal closeness to the Godhead
12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep. 

� A “hired hand” does not work for the sheep but for the wages

� The hired hand will flee rather than fight
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

� The knowledge is reciprocal between the Good Shepherd and the Sheep 
and it is not superficial

� The depth of connection between the Shepherd and His sheep, leads Him 
to willingly die on the cross for them



Second 
Application of 
the Sheep 
Fold Proverb: 
Jesus Lays 
Down His Life 
for His Sheep 
(10:11-18)

16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

� “I have other sheep” – indicates they are already determined to be part of 
His flock

� Jesus encourages the Apostle Paul for continued gospel ministry with this 
knowledge

� Acts 18:9–10

� The sheep Jesus saves were chosen before He created anything 
� Ephesians 1:3–5

� “that are not of this fold” – this fold refers to sheep from among the Jews 
so “not of this fold” indicates Gentiles

� “I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice” - How can this 
happen since Jesus will give His life, resurrect and return to the heavenly 
Father?

� As He was sent by the Father on a mission to Israel, so He will continue His 
mission to the nations through His followers

� John 20:21
� Matthew 28:18–20



Second 
Application of 
the Sheep 
Fold Proverb: 
Jesus Lays 
Down His Life 
for His Sheep 
(10:11-18)

“So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”

� They do not continue as separate flocks
� Ephesians 2:14–18
� Colossians 3:11

17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 
take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 
I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This 
charge I have received from my Father.” 

� Jesus willingly surrendered Himself as the sacrifice of atonement and 
wicked men willingly killed Him

� Acts 2:23



The Work and 
Words of 
Jesus Divide 
the Opinions 
of the People 
(10:19-21)

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 

� This crowd of Jews that was divided over the instruction of Jesus likely 
includes both religious leaders as well as the Jewish people

20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” 

� Some of them believe Jesus is out of His mind to claim what He is claiming
21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

� There are some who feel favorable disposed toward Jesus



Questions
to 
Consider

� In what ways does the knowledge that Jesus is your Shepherd 
bring hope and comfort to your heart?

� How are you honoring the deity of Jesus by responding to His 
voice?

� If your life with Jesus is not an abundant life... 
� ...what are you worshiping in His place?
� ...what are you focusing on instead of Him?
� ...what are you surrendering to that must be directed back to 

Jesus and His truth?

� When sharing the gospel with others, are you more focused 
on your work or the work of Jesus?
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