
JOHN 9:1-23
THE WORKS OF THE LORD COME WITH MIXED REVIEWS ON EARTH



NOT ALL AFFLICTION IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN AND 
SOME IS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD ON EARTH (1-7)

¡ Healing the man who was blind from birth shows the magnitude of the power 
of Jesus

¡ It also paints a spiritual picture of the condition of all mankind
¡ 2 Corinthians 4:3–4

¡ Being an Israelite by birth did not guarantee a regenerate heart or salvation
¡ Deuteronomy 29:2–4

¡ “who sinned” - It was a common assumption of Jews in that day that suffering, and 
affliction, are connected to being guilty of sin

¡ Suffering and affliction are the result of the Fall
¡ Exodus 20:5–6
¡ Ezekiel 18:20



NOT ALL AFFLICTION IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN AND 
SOME IS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD ON EARTH (1-7)

Points of Clarification:
¡ Suffering and death are the result of original sin
¡ Suffering, illness and death can be the consequence of specific sin
¡ Suffering, illness and death are not necessarily the result of specific sin



MIRACLES ARE NOT EASILY ACCEPTED BY SPIRITUALLY 
INSENSITIVE HEARTS (8-12)

¡ The reality of the healing is shocking and inexplicable
¡ John likely intends the readers to see some symbolism in this story

¡ Present followers of Jesus were spiritually blind, and now by spiritual life given by the Holy 
Spirit, they can see

¡ In the face of all the skepticism, the converted and transformed should openly declare and 
rejoice in the supernatural power of Jesus

¡ All the earthly explanation for life-change should not dampen our enthusiasm to declare 
the goodness of our Lord in our experience, or the experience of others, of transforming 
gospel grace

¡ In amazement, the people are seeking an explanation
¡ 1 Peter 3:15



POWERFUL EVIDENCE CAN BE DISCOUNTED BY THOSE IN 
AUTHORITY WHO FEEL THREATENED (13-17)

¡ Looking for answers for this shocking healing, the people take the man to the Pharisees for 
insight and guidance

¡ At this point in John’s account he notifies the readers that the healing occurred on the 
Sabbath day

¡ The Pharisees start the investigation process by asking the man how it happened
¡ Some of the Pharisees condemn Jesus as a lawbreaker and godless individual
¡ Some of the other Pharisees recognize the significance of the healing and don’t see how a godless man can 

do such things

¡ The division causes them to ask the blind man for his opinion, since he is the one who was 
healed

¡ Thinking of the amazing miracles done by prophets like Elijah and Elisha, the man concludes 
that Jesus must be a prophet



AFFIRMING THE WORK OF JESUS CAN BRING REJECTION 
(18-23)

¡ The doubts and criticisms are growing, and the people are dismissing the healing of the blind 
man

¡ The decision is made to call on the blind man’s parents to confirm the man’s identity and 
condition

¡ John reveals why the man’s parents are distancing themselves
¡ Fear of man
¡ Fear of being shunned and loss of comfort in the community

¡ The parent’s affirmation that this is their son and that he was born blind, gave credibility to 
the significance of the healing of their son by Jesus
¡ Amazing miracles don’t change hearts
¡ Only the Lord changes hearts and it appears that the drawing process is occurring in the life of the healed 

blind man
¡ But the drawing process does not appear to be happening with his parents

¡ They know that affirming the work of Jesus will bring rejection, so they choose comfort 
over Christ



AFFIRMING THE WORK OF JESUS CAN BRING REJECTION 
(18-23)

¡ Fear of man and feeling ashamed keep someone from speaking up for the truth 
of Jesus and become strong indicators of an unchanged heart
¡ Matthew 5:11–12
¡ Hebrews 10:35–39

¡ Affirming and sharing the gospel truth of Jesus will bring affliction and suffering, 
but this is the life Jesus calls us to and the life He enables us to live
¡ Philippians 1:29
¡ 1 Peter 4:12
¡ 1 Peter 4:16



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ How are you awestruck by the power of Jesus the Savior in your life?
¡ In what ways can you start seeing sickness, disease and affliction as 

opportunities for God’s glory rather than seeing them as frustrating and 
hopeless consequences?

¡ What transformations has God brought to your life that inspire hope in Jesus 
that others may ask about?

¡ In what ways have you been empowered by God’s grace to affirm and share 
the gospel even though God’s transformation of your life is producing affliction 
and suffering from others?
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