
John 8:48-59
Rejecting truth characterizes those 
who are spiritually lifeless



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless accuse 
the Giver of 
Life of being 
demonic 
(8:48-51)

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 

� These Jews respond to the truth with insults (Cf. verse 41)
� First, they insult Jesus by saying He is a Samaritan
� Second, they insult Jesus by saying He is possessed by a demon

� Resentment and hostility are common responses to biblical truth 
from religious unbelievers as well as irreligious unbelievers

49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and 
you dishonor me. 

� Jesus denies His inspiration is demonic

� The words of truth Jesus obediently speaks bring honor to His 
Father in heaven



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless accuse 
the Giver of 
Life of being 
demonic 
(8:48-51)

50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 
judge. 

� Jesus is not confronting their dishonor because He is motivated by 
self-glory (i.e. glory detached from the One true God)

� His Father’s purpose is to glorify His Son because of the Son’s 
redemptive mission

� John 12:27–28
� John 17:1–5
(Having the glory of God, not self-glory, as our chief aim protects us from 
arrogant defensiveness)

� Jesus says His Father is the judge, not them, and He will hold them 
and the world to account for their response to gospel truth revealed in 
Jesus

51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see 
death.”

� A brazen statement for someone who isn’t God

� “keep” - to hold it fast, obey it, live it

� “never see death” - to experience eternal spiritual life, and in context, 
to experience the only means of deliverance from God the judge

� John 5:24



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless are 
blinded by 
fleshliness to 
spiritual truth 
(8:52-53)

52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 
word, he will never taste death.’ 

� These Jews assess Jesus in completely human ways
� Abraham was a channel of truth and he died
� Prophets believed, and proclaimed truth, and they died

� It is preposterous to them that Jesus says if you keep His word you 
won’t die

53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 
prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?”

� To claim to be greater than His predecessors is to make Himself 
out to be someone of monumental significance

� John 10:33

� They have no idea Jesus actually is God of very God
� Yet Jesus isn’t making Himself out to be God
� He is God and presents Himself to be God in acts of obedience to His 

Father



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless are 
insensitive to 
the glory and 
truth of Jesus 
(8:54-56)

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’

� Jesus is not on earth for self-aggrandizing reasons

� Any glory that is independent of the glory of God is a perversion of 
glory

� Hebrews 5:5

� There is eternal connection with Jesus and the Father, and this is 
the God of whom the Jews say, “He is our God”



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless are 
insensitive to 
the glory and 
truth of Jesus 
(8:54-56)

55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do 
not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep 
his word.

� Jesus says their claim to know God is not reality

� Jesus knows God as His Father and to say that He doesn’t know 
God the Father would be a lie, just as these Jews lie

� To explain their lie about knowing God, Jesus says that knowing 
God means keeping His word

� “keep his word” is to hold it fast, obey it, live it
� These Jews claim a knowledge of God and a relationship with God 

that does not display consistent loving obedience

� Jesus keeps the word of His Father by being faithful and obedient 
in offering Himself as an atoning sacrifice

� Philippians 2:8



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless are 
insensitive to 
the glory and 
truth of Jesus 
(8:54-56)

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it 
and was glad.”

� Abraham was given the promise that he would be the father of 
many nations and that through his offspring, blessing will flow to 
many people

� Abraham took God’s promise to heart and continues in an attitude 
of exultation because he knows the saving benefits for many 
people are found in the work of Jesus

� Abraham finds joy in the promises made to him that are fulfilled in 
Jesus

� But these Jews, who claim to be children of Abraham, reject Jesus 
as way of salvation



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless can 
respond to 
divine 
authority of 
Jesus with 
hostility 
(8:57-59)

57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?” 

� Jesus started His public ministry, that lasted around 3 years, at the 
age of 30

� Luke 3:23

� The Jews are being generous by saying “You are not yet fifty years 
old,” knowing that Abraham lived 2000 years earlier

58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 
am.” 

� Jesus made similar statements earlier
� John 8:24
� John 8:28

� But this one is an unmistakable claim by Jesus to be Yahweh – The 
Eternal One



Those who are 
spiritually 
lifeless can 
respond to 
divine 
authority of 
Jesus with 
hostility 
(8:57-59)

59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 
went out of the temple.

� The Jews hear the claim made by Jesus and they consider it 
blasphemy 

� Their passionate reaction leads them to try to take the Law into 
their own hands

� Leviticus 24:16 

� God controls all things and when it is time Jesus will lay down His 
life willingly

� John 10:17–18 



Questions
to
Consider

� How are you responding to gospel truth that 
discomforts your personal and earthly security?

� How is the knowledge of the deity of Jesus Christ 
encouraging to you?

� In what ways do you feel enabled to share the deity of 
Jesus with others out of John 8?

� In what ways can you take comfort in God’s spiritual 
ability to change your heart?

� In what ways can you take comfort in God’s spiritual 
ability to change the hearts of others?
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