
John 8:31-38

Abiding in Jesus is the Evidence 
of Spiritual Freedom



Disciples of Jesus know and obey Him, revealing they 
are set free (8:31-32)
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him,”
• Reference goes back to verse 30
• Many Jews made a profession of faith that Jesus is the Messiah
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
• abide carries the idea of a continuance in the word or teaching of Jesus
• It is not knowing and sharing with others what Jesus taught
• What marks true disciples is both knowing and obeying the teaching of Jesus

• A disciple (true follower) of Jesus displays that he or she both know the 
teaching of Jesus and obey the teaching of Jesus



Disciples of Jesus know and obey Him, revealing they 
are set free (8:31-32)
• Thank God for the fruit of true faith coming out in lives that 

persevere in knowing and obeying the teaching of Jesus
• Matthew 28:18–20
• Hebrews 3:14
• 1 John 2:19
• 2 John 9
• Revelation 2:26

• The truths about abiding in knowing and obeying the word of Jesus are not an 
obscure biblical teaching



Disciples of Jesus know and obey Him, revealing they 
are set free (8:31-32)
“and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free”
• It is not knowing stuff that sets people free; knowing Jesus and obeying His 

teaching is the fruit of freedom in Christ
• It takes the power of the Spirit of God to bring life that reveals the 

righteousness of God and then the knowledge that we are powerless to break 
the power of sin
• The awareness of enslavement to sin presses us into Jesus Christ as Savior 

and Lord with repentance and faith
• Freedom is the result of desperate sinners experiencing a relational 

connection with Jesus characterized by humble dependence
• Romans 6:22–23



Denying spiritual slavery is natural (8:33)
33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
• When life is given by God, the light shines on the chains that bind us to 

various masters holding us by sin and selfishness displayed by self-satisfaction 
or self-glory
• Consequently, many “believers” without spiritual life are not humbly and 

desperately looking for deliverance
• "The power of self-deception in unconverted man is infinite. These Jews were 

not more unreasonable than many now-a-days, who say, 'We are not dead in 
sin; we have grace, we have faith, we are regenerate, we have the Spirit,' 
while their lives show plainly that they are totally mistaken." (J. C. Ryle)



Practicing sin is the evidence of continuing enslavement 
(8:34)
“34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin 
is a slave to sin.”
• “Truly, truly” - indicates something important is to be shared
• “practices sin” - Greek construction describes someone continuing in sinful 

practices
• The same idea of nurturing and protecting sin is addressed by John in 1 John

• 1 John 3:6
• Those continuing is sin are slaves of sin and this is different than being a sinner/saint 

who is characterized by consistently going to war with sin

• These Jews are slaves to their sin of selfishness and pride and feel self-
assured through self-righteousness



Slaves have no inheritance rights in the family of God 
(8:35)
“35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.”
• These Jews think their inheritance rights are secure because of their heritage 

and their religiousness
• Jesus confronts them by affirming that they are slaves to sin, and as such, 

they have no inheritance rights in the family of God
• Jesus is the Son of God and He alone has secure standing before God His 

Father
• Only those trusting in the work and merit of Jesus have hope to be in the 

family of God



Inheritance rights are given through Jesus as the Son of 
God (8:36)
“36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
• The standing they think they have before God outside of Him is worthless
• The only hope for freedom from the power and curse of sin is found in trusting the 

work of Jesus Christ
• Since the freedom comes in Christ, all the glory goes to Christ

• The power of God in Christ to set captives free is no joke – “you will be free 
indeed”
• John 1:29

• Deliverance from sin is true positionally and practically
• 1 John 3:8–10



Transformation, not heritage, is the evidence of spiritual 
life (8:37)
“37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because 
my word finds no place in you.”
• Jesus doesn’t deny their impressive heritage
• Their heritage has not transformed their lives
• How does Jesus know this is true? 
• These are the same Jews who are repeatedly offended by Him and have repeatedly 

expressed the desire to have Him arrested and put to death
• Jesus probably knows their thoughts toward Him in that moment and knows their 

murderous intentions have returned

• Relying on religious heritage will end in disaster
• Romans 2:28–29



Paternity is discernable (8:38)
“38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard 
from your father.”
• The teaching of Jesus is a clear testimony of His connection with the 

redemptive purpose of His Father in heaven
• The actions of these Jews show that they are not connected with God the 

Father, but with their father the devil
• John 8:44

• By opposing Jesus, they are doing what the devil desires



Questions to Consider

•How is your life producing the fruit of both knowing and 
obeying Jesus?
•What is the evidence that you are consistently at war with 

your sin and not nurturing and protecting sinful practices?
•What are some areas of victory over sin for which you can 

give glory to the Lord Jesus?
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