
John 8:39-47

Blind Believers do not Affirm or Submit 
to the Divine Authority of Jesus 



Children of Abraham do not attempt to kill Jesus for His claim 
to be God (8:39-40)
• These verses present a strong statement of the deity of Jesus by Jesus
• When words of direction were given to Abraham, he heard and obeyed
• Jesus connects Himself with the words given to Abraham and makes a correlation to the 

words He is sharing with these Jews
• Abraham’s response is respect, surrender, obedience, anticipation, and honor to the words of the Lord
• These Jews respond to Jesus in a self-serving manner and do not submit to the divine authority of Jesus

• Jesus reflects on the truths He gave to Abraham
• The conclusion Jesus arrives at is that these are not children of Abraham, 

because they do not accept and obey the teaching of Jesus
• Actually, they want to kill Jesus
• The instruction of Jesus is the truth of God and people do well to submit to His 

divine authority



God is not the Father of those who reject Jesus as His Son 
(8:41-43)

“41 You are doing the works your father did.”
• Jesus indicates their father is the devil, but they are still uncertain what He is saying
“We were not born of sexual immorality.”
• These Jews are feeling the criticism of Jesus’ words and decide to muster some criticism of 

their own.
• It is possible their statement that they are not born of sexual immorality is a dig at Jesus and the rushed 

marriage of Joseph (the presumed father of Jesus) and Mary
• Mary’s pregnancy, prior to the conclusion of the betrothal period, was seen as sexual immorality

“’We have one father, even God.’”
• They defend their heritage by affirming that as Israelites, they have God as their father
• They can support their feelings with numerous Old Testament passages
• Exodus 4:22
• Deuteronomy 14:1–2

• They don’t see how Jesus can take issue with their claim that God is their father



God is not the Father of those who reject Jesus as His Son 
(8:41-43)

“42 Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here.’”
• Jesus does not see the teaching, that the children of Israel are sons of God, applying to these Jews
• Why? Because they are rejecting what God the Father is doing by sending His Son from glory to be 

the Messiah and Savior
• John 1:14

• Those truly related to God, embrace His heart and His purpose, and this means they love and honor 
Jesus as the display of God’s grace
• 1 John 5:1

“I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.”
• The mission and ministry of Jesus is not of His own making
• Before the dawn of time, the eternal plan of the Triune God decreed the Father would send the Son, 

and the Son will comply by going
• The unity of the Godhead necessitates that if someone honors what God does, they will honor what 

Jesus does



God is not the Father of those who reject Jesus as His Son 
(8:41-43)

“43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear 
my word.”
• These Jews do not comprehend the identity of Jesus, nor do they submissively 

respond to His divine mission 
• “you cannot bear to hear my word”  – listen and respond with conformity
• What is impossible with men is possible only with God’s intervention and the 

provision of life by the Spirit of God
• Romans 8:7–8 
• 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 

• God is not the Father of anyone rejecting deity and authority of His Son, Jesus 



Those rejecting Jesus and His truth reveal their father is the 
devil (8:44-45)

“44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desire.”
• Ethnicity aside, in a spiritual and redemptive sense, Abraham is not their 

father, nor is God their Father
• Saying that their father is the devil, Jesus ties their hearts with the devil
• The devil opposes all that Jesus is and all that Jesus came to do
• The hearts of these unregenerate Jews align with the devil

“He was a murder from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him.”
• Satan orchestrated the spiritual death of Adam and Eve in the garden, 

bringing the sentence of sin and death to all humanity
• Romans 5:1



Those rejecting Jesus and His truth reveal their father is the 
devil (8:44-45)

“When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
• Distortion, deceit, and lies characterize the devil’s methods and communications
• Genesis 2:16–17
• Genesis 3:4–5

• Those who distort the facts, deceiving themselves and others for the purpose of self-
preservation and self-interest, show whose image they bear

“45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.”
• Because these Jews remain in the enemy camp, they have no ability to affirm and submit to 

the truth or to Jesus as the God of truth
• John 8:47

• The acknowledgment that many of them “believed” (Cf. 8:30) in Jesus does not mean they 
were in the faith and now they have fallen away
• Their belief did not bear fruit, so it was not true faith



Taking exception with Jesus indicates deafness to God (8:46-47)

“46 Which one of you convicts me of sin?”
• If they deny who Jesus is and that what Jesus teaches is true, then they should be able to 

point out sin in Jesus
“If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?”
• Since they cannot find fault with Him, they should honor and obey Him
“47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God.”
• If their claims to lineage and connection with God are true, they will be able to hear and 

obey what Jesus tells them
• Another bold declaration of the divine authority of Jesus
“The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
• Failure to connect with Jesus is a failure to connect with God
• They have no spiritual ears to hear spiritual truth
• Matthew 13:10–17



Questions to Consider

• In what ways are you affirming and submitting to the authority of 
Jesus as God?
• Does the affirmation of your faith in Jesus happen with words or with 

loving devotion?
•What does loving devotion to Jesus look like in your day-to-day life?
• How do you see the teaching of Jesus taking life in your life?
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