
John 8:12-30
The Enslaving Darkness 
of Human Perception 



12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
• The claim of Jesus Christ is that He is the light of God
• Jesus Christ claims to be the one true source of spiritual light who grants 

spiritual life and provides spiritual direction

Jesus Declares He is the Fulfillment of the Promise 
of Divine Light (8:12)



13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your 
testimony is not true.” 
• They use the words of Jesus in an attempt to discredit His claim
• John 5:31

• Jesus is not charged with a capital offense
• Deuteronomy 19:15

• These Jews miss the point
• Jesus is not alone in His claim

Jesus as the Light of Life – Challenged and Defended 
(8:13-20)



14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 
from or where I am going.
• As a member of the triune Godhead, Jesus does not bear witness about Himself alone

• John 1:18
• What they just celebrated has no reality in their hearts and lives

• John 1:10–13
15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 
• “according to the flesh” – subject to limitations of self-centered worldliness
• He does not make judgment according to self-centered worldliness
• He is not being swayed by personal fancy or the opinions of others

• John 7:24

Jesus as the Light of Life – Challenged and Defended 
(8:13-20)



17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who 
bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19

They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither 
me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
• Jesus presents two witnesses:

1. God in the person of the Son - Jesus as the “I am”
2. God in the person of the Father

• If spiritual life and light is abiding in their hearts, they will know the Son as the gift of 
salvation by the Father
• This is the result of having life by the Spirit – the unity of the Godhead in salvation

• John 6:63
• John 3:3

• It is only God who gives life to those who are dead and in darkness.
• 1 Corinthians 1:18

Jesus as the Light of Life – Challenged and Defended 
(8:13-20)



21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 
your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 
• “I am going away” – Jesus refers to the divine plan of redemption by means of His 

death, burial and resurrection
• “you will seek me” – after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, they will 

continue looking for a Messiah
• “you will die in your sins” – Jesus is the only means of deliverance and to reject Him is 

to reject all hope
• “Where I am going, you cannot come.” – When Jesus returns to the Father, He will 

not be preparing a place for them
• John 14:1–3

22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come’?”
• The idea of suicide is an insulting way to declare they are superior to Jesus

Spiritual Blindness is Evident (8:21-28)



23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told 
you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 
• John 3:16–18
• The only hope of salvation from just condemnation is trusting in the work of Jesus
25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 
26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I 
have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 
• “Who are you?” – what is clear to some is not clear to all
• “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning.” – It isn’t that they don’t understand, and a clearer 

explanation needs to be given
• When the heart is darkened and enslaved to sin and selfishness, life from God must be given
• 1 Corinthians 12:2–3

• The communication of gospel truth is part of the Father’s purpose for His ministry
• John 20:21

Spiritual Blindness is Evident (8:21-28)



28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29

And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are 
pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him
• “When you have lifted up the Son of Man” – they will hand Jesus over to be crucified, but His 

atoning death is ultimately the plan of God
• Acts 2:23

• On a day in life or on a day in eternity, all people will know Jesus is Lord and Savior
• Philippians 2:9–11

• “As he was saying these things, many believed in him” – the confidence with which Jesus 
shared these words about His God-given mission were compelling
• What we have learned previously in John’s account in this Gospel is that not all belief is unto 

salvation
• John 2:23–25

Unregenerate Humans Believe (8:28-30)



•Where do you stand with regard to the teaching about Jesus and His 
gospel mission?
•What is the evidence of your life that your perception of Jesus is or 

was enslaved by the flesh and rooted in darkness?
•What evidence do you have that your spiritual eyes have been 

opened and that Jesus has set you free from the chains of sin and 
selfishness? 
• How do the truths of this passage encourage you to be faithful in 

sharing truth if people respond or if people do not respond?

Questions to Consider
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