
JOHN 8:12-20 – PART 1
THE LIGHT OF LIFE



WHAT JESUS MEANS BY SAYING HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD (12A)

“Again Jesus spoke to them,”
• “Again” refers to the previous declaration of Jesus to the Jews in Jerusalem, 

that living water comes from people being in vital spiritual connection with 
Jesus
• John 7:37–38

• Furthering the prophetic pictures painted by Feast of Booths, Jesus once 
“again” draws on the symbolism of the lights that are part of the festival



WHAT JESUS MEANS BY SAYING HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD (12A)

BACKGROUND OF THE LIGHT OF THE LAMPS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FEAST
• During the wilderness wanderings, the presence of the Lord is revealed to the 

people by the Shekinah cloud
• Exodus 13:21–22

• For the Israelites, the light is a representation of the Lord and His deliverance, 
direction, and defense
• Psalm 27:1
• Psalm 44:3
• Psalm 80:1–3
• Isaiah 49:6

• The festivities with the lamps at night was a celebration of these biblical 
truths



WHAT JESUS MEANS BY SAYING HE IS THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD (12A)
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.’”
• Jesus declares that He is the light of the world
• Jesus is the fulfillment of all the light celebrations the people have just participated in 

at the Feast of Booths
• “world” – indicates the hope of deliverance, direction and defense is not limited to the 

nation of Israel, but all the peoples of the earth
• John 3:16

• “light” – in the spiritual and supernatural sense intended by Jesus, light is not 
something found in men or women
• There is no general and illuminating grace given to all mankind
• Jesus is the only light giving accurate direction to sinners in need

• Acts 4:12



WHAT BEING IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS MEANS FOR HIS 
FOLLOWERS (12B)
“Whoever follows me”
• This is a life focused on Jesus with surrender and worshipful devotion and 

dependence
• Following Jesus is not passive or occasional, but consistent and persistent

• Luke 9:62
• What is involved in following Jesus?

• It is heart change leading to life change where the person and work of Jesus Christ are central 
and critical to day-to-day living

• If someone is going to follow Jesus, they must know Jesus
• John 17:3

• Since Jesus is no longer walking on earth to teach us, how do you get to know Him following 
the heart change the Spirit of God brings about?
• John 17:14–19

• We need the truth about Jesus and the truth taught by Jesus in the Gospel accounts



WHAT BEING IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS MEANS FOR HIS 
FOLLOWERS (12B)

• We also need the teaching of Jesus applied to the followers of Jesus in local 
churches by the inspired writing of the Apostles
• John 16:12–15

• This is the point the Apostle Paul makes, about the ministry of the Apostles, to 
the church in Corinth
• 1 Corinthians 2:12–14

• We follow Jesus by walking in the light of His word that we learn and apply to 
our lives with worshipfully surrendered lives focused on Jesus



WHAT BEING IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS MEANS FOR HIS 
FOLLOWERS (12B)

• “will not walk in darkness,”
• The truth of Jesus is not one truth among many
• John 14:6 

• Following Jesus and not walking in darkness means that we are trusting that 
the teaching and truths about Jesus are sufficient, without need of 
augmentation or refinement
• John 17:14 



WHAT BEING IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS MEANS FOR HIS 
FOLLOWERS (12B)

• We must guard our hearts against the pressures to compromise, soften or 
adjust biblical truth to appease those propagating worldly wisdom and reason
• As the pressures against biblical Christianity grow in our own society, we must 

surrender to the authority and sufficiency of Scripture with Christ-centered 
worshipfulness

• As we battle the pressures that build against biblical Christianity by our feelings and 
desires, we must surrender to the authority and sufficiency of Scripture with Christ-
centered worshipfulness

• As we battle the pressures that build against biblical Christianity to compromise the 
beauty of gracious compassion with ugliness of self-righteous comparative 
condemnation, we must surrender to the authority and sufficiency of Scripture with 
Christ-centered worshipfulness



WHAT BEING IN THE LIGHT OF JESUS MEANS FOR HIS 
FOLLOWERS (12B)

“but will have the light of life.” 
• We don’t have to earn it or achieve it
• The light will not be contained; it will shine!
• As the living water flows in us and through us, so the light of truth shines in us 

and from us
• Matthew 5:14–16



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• How are you acknowledging Jesus alone as the light of the world?
• What does living exclusively in the light of Jesus mean for you as His 

follower?
• What are some ways you can say you are surrendering to the 

authority and sufficiency of Scripture with Christ-centered 
worshipfulness?
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