
John 7:25-36
Supernatural 

insight is required 
to understand 

Jesus is the Christ



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:25-31)
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom 
they seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to 
him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 
• Those in Jerusalem reveal their knowledge of what they previously denied (Cf. 

verse 20)
• The previous denunciation of Jesus by their leaders was so strong they are 

shocked that nothing is happening to Jesus
• The people in Jerusalem are starting to wonder if their leaders have now 

come to the conclusion that Jesus is the Messiah



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on 
limited human insight (7:25-31)

27 But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no 
one will know where he comes from.” 
• The evaluation of Jesus by the people led many to conclude that since they 

knew the family and residence of Jesus, He couldn’t be the Christ
• It isn’t that they denied what the Scriptures say about the home of Jesus

• John 7:40–42
• But they were taught that when the Christ appears, He will bring immediate 

deliverance, leaving no time to discern His background.
• Malachi 3:1 

• The irony of John’s account continues, because the Jewish people spoke more 
accurately of Jesus than they knew

• Jesus came from heaven as God of very God



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:25-31)
28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know 
where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is 
true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent 
me.” 
• “proclaimed” - may indicate that Jesus “cried out in a loud voice”
• The tone of Jesus in His statement to them about them knowing Him and 

where He is from could be a question with a note of sarcasm
• Jesus makes the point again that His is not a mission of His own for His own purposes 
• His Father in heaven is the reality of what is ultimately “true”

• They are ignorant of the Father and the Son because limited human insight can 
never open the heart of man.
• Matthew 11:25–27



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:25-31)
• Jesus comes, not to persuade, but to reveal
• No one can understand the gospel ministry of Jesus without the divine activity 

of the Father and the Spirit
• John 3:19–21
• John 6:44
• John 6:63 & 65

• The ministry of Jesus is not about being persuasive; it is about being faithful 



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:25-31)
30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his 
hour had not yet come. 
• Because they stand condemned, and in the darkness, they refuse to come into 

the light
• They are so incensed by the message of Jesus, they want to arrest Him for the 

Temple authorities
• but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come” – the life of Jesus is 

not in the hands of men, it is in the hands of God
• John 10:17–18

• “We are immortal until our work on earth is done.” George Whitefield



Assessing the credibility of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:25-31)
31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, 
will he do more signs than this man has done?”
• Some see the signs Jesus does and think this might be the Messiah
• This is unlikely belief unto salvation, but belief to an extent that it does not 

want to be hostile 
• John 2:23–25 

• This is belief in Jesus for potential earthly benefit, not the humble dependence 
of gospel faith coming to Jesus with worshipful surrender 



Assessing the teaching of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:32-36)
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief 
priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him.
• Any communication of acceptance and possible approval of Jesus will not be 

tolerated by the religious leaders in Jerusalem
• The “chief priests” and the “Pharisees” see Jesus as a personal threat that cannot be 

tolerated
• These two groups combine as the ruling body for the Jews as the Sanhedrin and 

dispatch the temple police (“officers”) to arrest Jesus
33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who 
sent me. 
• The hour of His death, burial, resurrection and ascension are not now, but are 

coming soon
• The gospel work Jesus will do is not an end, but the way He will return to glory that 

was His previously
• John 17:5



Assessing the teaching of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:32-36)
34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.”
• This is an indication of the emptiness and spiritual pursuit of those for whom it 

is too late
• John 8:21

• Scripture seems to indicate there is a point of no return.
• Hebrews 3:15
• Hebrews 12:15–17

• They currently want to see if Jesus measures up to their standards, but He 
assures them they do not measure up to His



Assessing the teaching of Jesus based on limited 
human insight (7:32-36)
35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will 
not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach 
the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not 
find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?” 
• Confused about His statement, these Jews wonder if Jesus is thinking of moving 

into other nations and other people with His message
• The irony of the statement John records here is not lost on the original readers of this 

Gospel account
• These Jews make this statement without person concern, but in a scoffing manner

• Our new life in Christ is the end result of the reality of the victorious ascension 
of Jesus
• Without the gift of spiritual life, no human being properly assesses the 

truthfulness of the teaching of Jesus



Questions to Consider
• Are you being blessed with the supernatural insight to understand and share 

the gospel teaching of Jesus?
1 Corinthians 2:12–14 “12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we 
impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because 
they are spiritually discerned.”

• When it comes to comprehending the realities of gospel truth, how are you 
learning you are not on your own? 
• How do you see the evidence of humble dependence in your salvation and in 

your growth as a Christian?
• In what ways are you becoming a prayerful, worshipful servant of truth, who 

trusts the results to God who alone transforms hearts?
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