
John 7:1-13
Jesus sets an example of 
doing things God’s way 



The wisdom of staying put (7:1-2) 
1 After this Jesus went about in Galilee.

u “After this” – refers back to the mass departure of several of the followers of 
Jesus

u “Jesus went about in Galilee” – Jesus led his remaining band of followers 
around the northern region of Galilee

He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him.

u Jesus has divine wisdom to stay put in Galilee

u Jesus healed a lame man on the Sabbath and claimed God as His Father, 
causing the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem to desire to kill Him

u John 5:18

2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand.

u Following the events of feeding 5000, Jesus has been ministering in Galilee 
about six months

u The Feast of Booths was one of three great annual feast or festivals 
celebrated by the Jews (1st - Passover & 2nd Pentecost)



The pressure of worldly wisdom (7:3-5)
3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that 
your disciples also may see the works you are doing.

u His brothers may have been aware of the great defection taking 
place after the feeding of the 5000

u The only place a significant following will be gathered for Him to 
establish His name is the religious center of their country 

u Multitudes of people will be in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast 
of Booths

u For the brothers of Jesus, there is no time like the present

u If Jesus goes to Jerusalem and impresses the multitudes of 
people there with some miracles, His claim to be Messiah will be 
quickly established



The pressure of worldly wisdom (7:3-5)
4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show 
yourself to the world.”

u Bold claims demand bold steps

u From a worldly point of view, their suggestion makes good sense

u It will be by means of the cross that Jesus will make His greatest impact on the world

u John 12:32

u God’s wisdom is not honored through the eyes and expectations of worldly wisdom

u 1 Corinthians 1:18

5 For not even his brothers believed in him.

u His own brothers are as blind as those who witness Jesus' miraculous power and yet 
reject His divine claims

u They want to promote His cause, but it is clear they do not understand His cause

u It was not until after Jesus' resurrection that His brothers became true believers

u Acts 1:14

u 1 Corinthians 15:3–7



The wisdom of resisting worldly pressure (7:6-8)
6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here.

u Jesus is following the guidance of His Father in heaven

u His brothers are not living with hearts made sensitive to the direction and prompting 
of God

u The brothers of Jesus are religious, but their hearts are not in touch with God
7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are 
evil.

u Jesus tells His brothers that the world cannot hate them, because they are actually 
part of the world

u The world describes those who cannot walk in humble dependence on Jesus because 
they feel no need to do so

u Because Jesus exposes their sin and selfishness, they become defensive, rather than 
being pressed into Jesus with humble dependence and gratitude

8 You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully 
come.”

u Only God the Father sets the agenda of Jesus

u Jesus refuses to go up at their request and with a view to accomplishing what they 
think is best



The wisdom of trusting God’s timing and methods (7:9-10)
9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

u After His brother left for Jerusalem, Jesus stayed

u Jesus is not compelled to follow the throng making the trek south
10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not 
publicly but in private.

u At some point after His brother’s departure, Jesus was prompted to go up to 
the Feast

u Jesus went quietly, not desiring to draw attention to Himself at this time



Judaism’s (i.e. the world’s) suppression of 
truth and the resulting confusion (7:11-13)

11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?”

u The Jews who were searching for Jesus are the religious leaders

u They desire to hunt Him down and put Him to death
12 And there was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a 
good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.”

u The “muttering” indicates that the conversations among the people are being done so 
that the Jewish leaders couldn’t hear

u But there are differing opinions among the people
13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

u Hostility toward Jesus from the Jewish leaders is increasing

u Their power and influence are obviously intimidating



Questions to Consider

u In what ways are you following the example of Jesus to 
seek God’s guidance and make God-honoring decisions?

u Is your heart prayerfully pursing biblical direction?

u How are you battling the worldly counsel of the wicked?

u How do you see the wisdom of God overcoming the 
wisdom of the world in your life?
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