


Ministry is about people and ministry is demanding 
(6:1-4)
u 1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 

Tiberias.
1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.
u Jesus and His followers made their way back up to the region of Galilee
u The accounts given in the Synoptic Gospels describe a tiring ministry schedule kept by Jesus 

and His disciples
u They needed a respite, so they sailed to the other side of the Sea of Galilee



Ministry is about people and ministry is demanding 
(6:1-4)
2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the 
sick. 
u The miraculous healing ministry of Jesus is making a significant impression on people
u The miracles He does strengthen their hope that a deliver from Rome is among them
3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 
u Jesus takes His followers to the hillside to experience a break from the demands of ministry
4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
u Resting in order to prepare for the demanding festivities makes logical sense
u Ministry is about people and ministry to people can be demanding and draining



The Lord’s test of His followers reveals a material 
and man-centered focus (16:5-10)
5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?”
u Other accounts reveal the compassion that moved the heart of Jesus 

u Mark 6:34 

u Jesus is moved with a heartfelt desire to care for the sustenance needs of all these people, 
but He also desires to teach His disciples 

6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.
u The question of assessment is a test for Philip as well as all of the disciples of Jesus 
u He is going to make a point about His followers looking first and foremost to Him 



The Lord’s test of His followers reveals a material 
and man-centered focus (16:5-10)
7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of 
them to get a little.”
u Philip’s concern is not where to go to get food, but how can they afford to buy food for such 

a large number of people 
u Philip’s quick work with the numbers shows a sum as large as two hundred denarii would only 

be enough to provide a morsel for each person 
u Their resources make such an endeavor impossible 
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has 
five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 
u Andrew does another type of resource assessment 
u All Andrew found was a boy with his lunch of five barley loaves and two fish 
u Andrew’s conclusion is that the resources available makes feeding the crowd hopeless
u The test Jesus gives will teach them they have more to learn about the resources of Jesus 



The Lord’s test of His followers reveals a material 
and man-centered focus (16:5-10)
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men 
sat down, about five thousand in number.
u The men tallied by these groupings indicates the number of men there is around 5000
u The point Jesus is making to them and to us is that hopelessness is the result of overlooking 

the power and provision of the Lord of Glory



The resources of the Lord bring supernatural 
provision (6:11-14)
11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who 
were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted.
u He gives thanks to God the Father, and then he has his disciples distribute the food 
u The people help themselves to as much as they want 
12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, 
that nothing may be lost.”
u The point of the sufficiency of provision is made again 
u Jesus sends His disciples into the crowd to gather up the uneaten remains 



The resources of the Lord bring supernatural 
provision (6:11-14)
13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley 
loaves left by those who had eaten.
u Each disciple came back to Jesus with a basket full of leftovers
u Jesus is not teaching His disciples how to wait on people, but He is teaching them truths 

about His power and His provision
u “filled twelve baskets with the fragments from the five barley loaves” – barley is the grain the 

poor used to make bread
u God knows that those who are poor and those who are weak don’t have abundant resources to 

do great things for God

u It can be harder to give our weaknesses to God than our strengths

u It is all the more a testimony of God’s greatness when God provides for those who are broke and 
empty

u 2 Corinthians 11:30

u 2 Corinthians 12:7–10



The resources of the Lord bring supernatural 
provision (6:11-14)
u This important lesson doesn’t end with food and material needs.

u When the reality of sin and selfishness exposes how far short of God’s glory we fall, all hope is not 
lost.

u Jesus is the means of sinners being made right with God.

u 1 Peter 3:18
14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is 
to come into the world!”
u The provision of food for people in the countryside stirred memories of the provision of 

manna during the days of Moses.
u They believe Jesus is the Prophet God will send into the world, who is like Moses and who will 

set the people of God free.
u Deuteronomy 18:18

u John does not say the people’s conclusion is wrong, but it is clear they are misguided



Resisting temptation and staying true to the gospel 
mission (6:15)
15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
u They desire to force Jesus to lead the rebellion against Rome as their king
u What they fail to realize is the Jesus is the King of glory and His intentions are very different

u John 18:36

u Consequently, Jesus sends His disciples to cross the Sea of Galilee, while He goes further into 
the hill country away from the rowdy crowd



Questions to Consider

u When you face difficulties and dilemmas, whose resources do you 
look to first?

u In what ways are you battling a material and man-centered 
focus in life?

u How is the Lord showing you that His power and provision is what 
you must rely on?

u Are you trusting the Savior Jesus is, or are you trust Jesus as the 
Savior you want Him to be?




