
John 5:30-47
Multiple Witnesses Substantiate Jesus’ Claim of Deity 



Jesus does not function as an independent 
agent in His role as supreme judge (5:30-32)

30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because 
I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 
• These verses make a similar point previously made earlier

• John 5:19–20
• The judgment Jesus brings as the Son of God is in complete solidarity with God the 

Father. Hebrews 1:3
• In judgment, as in all other ways, Jesus does not function independently

• John 10:30



Jesus does not function as an independent 
agent in His role as supreme judge (5:30-32)

31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 
• If Jesus is on His own, His testimony of deity is not true

• Deuteronomy 19:15
• John 8:17

• Jesus is not on His own testifying to His person and work
32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony 
that he bears about me is true.

• The words and works of Jesus display oneness between the Father and the Son
• Jesus rests in the testimony of God His Father



Witnesses to the Messianic Authority of Jesus
The Witness of John the Baptist (5:33-35) 

33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.

• The Jewish leaders sent messengers to John and he told them his mission (Cf. 
1:19-28)

• John also gave testimony to Messianic identity of Jesus
• John 1:29

34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that 
you may be saved.

• It is not the testimony of John or the testimony of any other man that establishes 
the ultimate identity of Jesus

• What people believe about Jesus is of eternal importance



Witnesses to the Messianic Authority of Jesus
The Witness of John the Baptist (5:33-35) 

35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in 
his light.
• Jesus affirms the ministry of John the Baptist
• Their rejoicing lasts only “a while” because Jesus is not living up to their 

expectations
• There are many who profess faith in Jesus, hoping He will be the Deliverer they 

want Him to be
• Their commitment is shallow and transient
• It is not surrender to Jesus on His terms for His glory
• John 2:23–25



The Witness of the Works of Jesus (5:36) 

36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that 
the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear 
witness about me that the Father has sent me.

• Jesus presents the works that He does as a weightier testimony than that of John 
• He is bringing to fulfillment the works that are part of God’s eternal plan of 

redemption
• John 14:10–11 

• Jesus is on a mission from God and His works prove it 



The Witness of the Father (5:37-38)

37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have 
never heard, his form you have never seen,
• Jesus refers to God the Father, the revelation of whose presence is only seen in who Jesus 

is and what Jesus does
• John 1:18
• John 14:9

• Because they have no spiritual life they have no spiritual sensitivity to the presence and 
power of God.

38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has 
sent.
• Jesus tells these religious Jews, who have committed massive portions of the Old 

Testament to memory, that the Word of God is not abiding in them
• You can be studious and commit Scripture to memory and not have the life of God in you



The Witness of Scripture (5:39-40) 

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

• These Jews believe that the knowledge of Scripture is the source of eternal life

• The instruction of Jesus is that spiritual life is from Him
• John 3:16 
• John 17:1–2 

• The Old Testament, through prophecy, stories, types, and events, points to the coming of 
Jesus Christ
• Matthew 5:17 
• Romans 10:4 

• Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law, meaning it is brought to completion in Him

• These Jews were blinded by their studiousness to their need of Jesus as Savior 



The Witness of the Glory of God (5:41-44)

• 41 I do not receive glory from people.

• From a God-centered perspective Jesus receives glory
• John 1:14
• John 17:5

• From a man-centered perspective Jesus does not receive glory
42 But I know that you do not have the love of God within you.

• They do not have the love of God in their hearts, but are driven by the love of self 
through personal praise and self-glory



The Witness of the Glory of God (5:41-44)

43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in 
his own name, you will receive him.
• Jesus comes on a divine mission to provide salvation and He’s rejected
• If someone else claims to be the Messiah and earthly deliverer, they welcome him
44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek 
the glory that comes from the only God?
• They are so caught up with looking, acting, and sounding competent for egotistical 

reasons, they are blind to seeking the glory of God
• Religious and profane people love the darkness rather than the light because their 

deeds are evil (John 3:19)



The Witness of Moses (5:45-47)

45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, 
on whom you have set your hope.

• On Judgment Day condemnation will come from the teaching of Moses
• Attempts at self-justification will fall miserably short
46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.

• They miss the purpose of Jesus because they miss the purpose of Moses
• Sin and selfishness are death and darkness, whether in moral debauchery or religious 

arrogance
47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?”

• What Moses recorded and what Jesus taught are closely connected because they have the 
same Author.

• The Jews absolutely say they believe the writings of Moses, but it is a mental affirmation 
of distorted teachings, not a humble dependence of God’s mercy and grace



Questions to Consider

• How are you responding to the witnesses of the person and 
work of Jesus?
• Are you convicted by the truth regarding your sin and 
selfishness?
• Do you realize that Scriptural knowledge and religious 
performance will never save you?
•Will you come to Jesus in God-inspired humble dependence?
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