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JESUS PRESENTLY POSSESSES DIVINE LIFE-GIVING POWER (5:25-26)

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those
who hear will live.

¡ Jesus has the power to give life

¡ John 5:24

¡ “and now is here” - same point made to the woman of Samaria

¡ Because of Jesus, we now worship in spirit and in truth everywhere, not just one place

¡ John 4:23

¡ The people of God from the testimony of Scripture believe God’s power will raise the dead in the future 

¡ This is a power of God that Jesus claims is His presently 

¡ Those who hear the voice of God are those who have received the life of God 

¡ The voice of the Son of God is the lifegiving voice of God.

¡ Isaiah 55:3 



JESUS PRESENTLY POSSESSES DIVINE LIFE-GIVING POWER (5:25-26)

¡ Lifegiving power is the fruit of the word of truth Jesus shares in His earthly ministry and His words are recorded 
for our instruction our life and our gospel ministry

¡ Spiritual life is dependent on the lifegiving voice of the Savior, Jesus Christ

¡ John 6:63

¡ John 10:27–30

¡ 2 Corinthians 4:6

¡ Responding to the voice and words of Jesus is the fruit of spiritual life

¡ John 18:37

¡ We rest in the power of Jesus to give life, not in our persuasiveness!

¡ Many of those who are spiritually dead do not hear the voice of the Lord and live

¡ John 8:42–47



JESUS PRESENTLY POSSESSES DIVINE LIFE-GIVING POWER (5:25-26)

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.

¡ This verse is somewhat of a repeat of verse 21

¡ John 5:21 

¡ The lifegiving power of God the Father same lifegiving power abiding in the Son of God 

¡ Psalm 36:9 

¡ Deuteronomy 32:39 

¡ Those blessed with the life of God in Christ are those who will believe and trust in Jesus with humble 
dependence.

¡ John 3:14–16 

¡ John 3:36 

¡ Jesus is sharing that He is the source of all life 



JESUS HAS AUTHORITY FOR THE FINAL JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING 
AND THE DEAD (5:27-29)

27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.

¡ verse 27 forms from verse 22

¡ John 5:22

¡ The Father gave authority for judgment to the Son

¡ God’s eternal plan of redemption entrusts the final judgment to the Son of Man, because as God incarnate, Jesus 
walked among men and women sharing their experiences

¡ The authority backing the final judgment of Jesus is not distant

¡ Jesus came as a suffering Savior and He will perform judgment as the God/Man in resurrected life.

¡ Acts 17:30–31



JESUS HAS AUTHORITY FOR THE FINAL JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING 
AND THE DEAD (5:27-29)

28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who 
have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

¡ The reality that mankind will stand before Jesus as the righteous Judge should not be shocking (“Do not marvel”)

¡ Jesus will bring back to life every human being that every lived and died on the earth

¡ Jesus describes two resurrections that will occur in the future

¡ The resurrection of life – followers of Jesus

¡ The resurrection of judgment – those who do not follow Jesus

¡ Jesus is not promoting the idea that people can merit eternal life by good deeds

¡ Those who have “done good” are those given spiritual life by Jesus and then hear the voice of Jesus calling them to salvation

¡ The “good” they do to the glory of God is the result of spiritual life and a new heart producing love and obedience



JESUS HAS AUTHORITY FOR THE FINAL JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING 
AND THE DEAD (5:27-29)

¡ What can people do outside the connection of life in Jesus Christ?

¡ John 15:5

¡ New hearts, by the free gift of saving grace, give people the power to do good works for the honor of Jesus.

¡ Ephesians 2:8–10

¡ Those who have “done evil” are those without spiritual life

¡ In sin and selfishness, they resist the restraint of their God-given conscience – common grace

¡ John 3:19



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

¡ How do you relate to the lifegiving power of Jesus?

¡ In what ways can you grow in your trust in the power of Jesus to give life as you 
engage in sharing the gospel?

¡ Why is acknowledging and honor Jesus as the authority of the final judgment 
important?

¡ Is your life characterized by good deeds done to the glory of Jesus or is your life 
characterized by sinful and self-centered deeds? 
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