
John 5:16-24
Jesus Affirms His Deity



Jesus Works on the Sabbath Because God Works on the 
Sabbath (5:16-18) 
16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on 
the Sabbath. 
▪ We are not told how the Jews were persecuting Jesus 

▪ The Jews opposed Jesus with hostility because He healed people on the Sabbath and 
told the invalid He healed to take up his bed and walk

17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working.” 
▪ As His Father in heaven works on the Sabbath, Jesus also works on the Sabbath

▪ Jesus was active in creation

▪ John 1:1–2



Jesus Works on the Sabbath Because God Works on the 
Sabbath (5:16-18) 

▪ The Sabbath is established by God the Father and God the Son on the seventh day when 
God rested from His work in creation

▪ Genesis 2:2–3

▪ The Sabbath is a time to rest from work, to experience refreshment and reflection on the 
glorious work of God

▪ New Covenant people of God are Sabbath keepers, because by faith we enter the spiritual rest He 
provides for us through His work for us in redemption

▪ Hebrews 4:9–11

▪ Jesus is our Sabbath rest as we experience His work in our salvation and sanctification

▪ God is under no obligation to keep the Sabbath because He works to sustain creation through the 
Sabbath

▪ Jesus affirming His work on the Sabbath is a clear claim of deity and divine power



Jesus Works on the Sabbath Because God Works on the 
Sabbath (5:16-18) 
18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God
▪ Understanding the claim of deity Jesus made, the Jews go from a desire to persecute to 

a desire to kill

▪ If Jesus is merely a man and makes the claim to be God, He deserves to die as a liar and heretic

▪ The deity of Jesus Christ is a repeated point of this gospel account

▪ John 1:1

▪ John 20:27–28

▪ The Jews hear Jesus say things that indicate He is equal with God and they are enraged



Jesus Perfectly Reflects the Qualities of God the Father 

(5:19-23)
19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, 
but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise. 
▪ Jesus does not deny the conclusion drawn by the Jews about His claim to be God

▪ Jesus makes the point of His oneness with His Father in divine essence even more 
apparent

▪ Jesus is not on earth operating on His own, but is following the activity of the Father 
with exactness

▪ In those days a man’s sons became apprentices of their fathers

▪ The duplication Jesus accomplishes is never a complete reality among earthly fathers 

and their sons

▪ Jesus shows submission to the will and desires of His Father

▪ “For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise” - declares oneness in activity 

and authority



Jesus Perfectly Reflects the Qualities of God the Father 
(5:19-23)
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works 
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 
▪ As Jesus continues to describe His union with the Father, He now shares the love God the 

Father has for Him 
▪ It is not uncommon to hear people say that phileo is a brotherly kind of love and agape is 

a God-like and sacrificial love
▪ John’s use of both of these Greek terms for love in his Gospel account shows that he uses them almost 

interchangeably

▪ God the Father continuously discloses to the Son all that He does
▪ The Son completely obeys the Father by doing the Father’s will
▪ The “greater works” that the Father will show the Son will surpass what Jesus has done 

up to this point
▪ “that you may marvel” – the astonishment that comes to them from what Jesus does 

may be God leading them to take the first step of faith



Jesus Perfectly Reflects the Qualities of God the Father 
(5:19-23)
21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he 
will. 
▪ The Father is known to have the power of life and death
▪ Deuteronomy 32:39
▪ 1 Samuel 2:6

▪ Life giving power flows from God both physically and spiritually
▪ Jesus will make the work of God effectual for whom He will
▪ Not all who marvel and are blessed come to life and find salvation
22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 
▪ God the Father determines to exercise all judgement through the Son
▪ Acts 17:30–31

▪ The coming judgment is the judgment of God, for the Son is God and possesses the 
authority to judge
▪ These judgmental Jews have no idea in whose presence they stand



Jesus Perfectly Reflects the Qualities of God the Father 

(5:19-23)
23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 
does not honor the Father who sent him.
▪ Confidence that someone is right with God is helped by knowing how they honor the 

Son, Jesus Christ

▪ The glorification of the Son is clearly the glorification of the Father

▪ When Jesus is honored and worshiped, the glory of the Lord is not compromised

▪ Isaiah 42:8



The Word of Jesus has Divine Power (5:24) 
24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
▪ Those accepting the message and ministry of Jesus show that they have eternal life 
▪ Condemnation is avoided because there is trust in the work of God done by the Son of 

God
▪ Romans 8:1 

▪ The life Jesus gives empowers a person to see the dead and dark place of sin and 
selfishness
▪ This leads them to press into Jesus as their Savior and their righteousness
▪ Passing over from death to life is a point in time experience for every believer
▪ Colossians 1:13–14 



Questions to Consider

▪ Are you going through life abiding and resting in Jesus as your 
provider and sustainer before God? 
▪ In what ways do you show honor to Jesus as God and as the giver 

of life?
▪What are some of the ways you know God transferred you from 

the realm of darkness to the realm of light when you spiritually 
passed from death to life?
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