
John 5:1-15
Selfish Reactions to the Kindness of the Lord



Our sovereign 
Lord does the 
work of God by 
showing 
kindness to 
one individual 
(5:1-9)

1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.

� For John the feast is not important

� What is important is focusing on Jesus

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called 
Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades.

� This is not a popular or prominent part of the city

� 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.

� Under these five covered colonnades, large numbers of invalids 
would gather out of the sun to plead for alms

� This was not an area where prominent or powerful people would 
congregate to socialize



Our sovereign 
Lord does the 
work of God by 
showing 
kindness to 
one individual 
(5:1-9)

5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.

� Among the multitudes of individuals gathered at the pool, Jesus 
shows interest and compassion to one man

� Jesus takes the initiative and chooses to heal one man

� Since Jesus has the power to heal, why doesn’t He choose to heal 
every member of this multitude?

� The primary purpose of Jesus is not to restore physical health and 
earthly comfort

� The primary purpose of Jesus is to show Himself  powerful as the 
Savior with the eternal gospel

� It is the despised practice of Jesus not to seek to congregate 
among the elite of society, but to hang with the dregs of society

� Luke 7:33–34

� It is hard to imagine the dire conditions and the mental conception 
of an individual who suffered as an invalid for 38 years

� The multitudes beg for provision and some hope for healing
� It is not hard to imagine why most people avoid them



Our sovereign 

Lord does the 

work of God by 

showing 

kindness to 

one individual 

(5:1-9)

6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?”

� Jesus knows this man’s condition and all that contributes to it

� Jesus knows everything you are going through and everything you 

think and feel

� Psalm 139:3–4

� Child of God, you can rest in the knowledge of your Lord in ways 

unbelievers cannot

� Jesus asks the man directly if he desires to be healed



Our sovereign 
Lord does the 
work of God by 
showing 
kindness to 
one individual 
(5:1-9)

7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps 
down before me.”

� Notice that this man doesn’t say, “Yes”
� The man’s self-centered perspective is reinforced by wallowing in his 

negative circumstances 
� Self-centered despondency is a powerful enemy that is unimpressed 

by the presence and power of God’s grace

� The belief was that when the water of this spring fed pool was 
stirred, the first person in the water was healed

� His problem is that others aren’t there to help him 

� Others will be in the way of him getting into the pool



Our sovereign 
Lord does the 
work of God by 
showing 
kindness to 
one individual 
(5:1-9)

8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.”

� The power of the word of Jesus brings healing to the man 
9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 
Now that day was the Sabbath.

� This invalid is healed, not because of his faith or any 
commendable performance

� He is healed by the gracious decision of Jesus to show favor to this 
one man among multitudes  of others gathered under the 
colonnades

� Our sovereign Lord does the work of God, not by showing 
kindness to many, but to one individual



Self-centered 
insensitivity 
continues to 
enslave some 
who 
experience 
grace (5:10-15)

10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the 
Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 

� The “Jews,” likely led by Pharisees, rebuke the man for carrying his 
bed on the Sabbath

� These ritualistic Jews are not encouraged by the healing, nor are 
they thanking God for His kindness in healing this invalid of 38 
years

11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to 
me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’”

� The man healed by Jesus does not express joy or thankfulness

� He does not hesitate to blame the man who healed him
12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed 
and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it 
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place.

� The man who was healed didn’t even take the time to find out who 
it was that healed him

� His health is now restored
� All he can think about is doing what will make life most comfortable 

for him right now



Self-centered 

insensitivity 

continues to 

enslave some 

who 

experience 

grace (5:10-15)

14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you 
are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.”

� Jesus seeks out the healed man in the temple

� Jesus affirms the man’s recent health and mobility

� We know that not all sickness and disease are the result of sin

� John 9:1–3

� But sometimes sickness, disease and death are the result of sin

� 1 Corinthians 11:28–30

� The warning Jesus gives this man leads us to believe that what 

caused him to be an invalid was God’s judgment of some personal 

sin

� “that nothing worse may happen to you,” likely refers to eternal 

judgment



Self-centered 
insensitivity 
continues to 
enslave some 
who 
experience 
grace (5:10-15)

15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
healed him.

� The self-centered and blaming manner of life he had in his 
condition as an invalid continues to characterize him

� Having been warned by Jesus in the temple, this man discovers 
the identity of Jesus and then lets the religious leaders know Jesus 
is the one responsible for the violations of the Sabbath

� Not every recipient of the kindness and goodness of God responds 
with humble dependence and brokenness before the Lord Jesus

� The hardness of their hearts reveals their devotion to the world and 
its comforts



Questions 
to
Consider

�How have you grown so accustomed to 
heartaches and afflictions that you feel 
comfortable in the swamp of despondency?

� In what ways has the Lord shown you 
underserved favor that you can appreciate and 
praise?

� Is self-centeredness revealing anything about 
your heart that is concerning and needs to 
change?
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