
John 4:43-54
The power of Jesus to develop faith 



The preparatory work of Jesus causes intrigue 
and openness (4:43-45)
´ Intrigue and openness are good as far as they go, but we must remember they 

are not the same as saving faith
43 After the two days he departed for Galilee.

´ Jesus now resumes His trip back to Galilee
´ John 4:3

44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.)

´ “hometown” – homeland, hometown area

´ Jesus refers to His homeland, meaning Jewish soil rather than Samaritan soil

´ What does this statement mean?
´ Returning to Jewish soil He knows the reception He will have will generally be one of 

open intrigue

´ But the Savior the Jewish people primarily seek is one who can save them from political 
domination by military force
´ John 1:11



The preparatory work of Jesus causes intrigue 
and openness (4:43-45)
45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that 
he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.

´ The Galileans welcoming Jesus, have recently been in Jerusalem at the 
Passover

´ This is when Jesus cleansed the temple courts and performed signs and 
wonders among them

´ The Galileans are filled with intrigue and openly welcome Jesus into their midst 
in hopes of seeing something amazing



True belief develops rather than appears 
(4:46-54) 
´ There is a point where everyone crosses over from death to life, but getting 

there can be a journey 

´ Faith comes from an understanding of truth about Jesus that spiritually grows
´ Romans 10:17 

´ 1 Peter 1:23–25 
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And 
at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill.

´ In the town of Capernaum is a royal official, likely in service of Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch of Galilee at the time

´ This official has a son who is very sick 



True belief develops rather than appears 
(4:46-54) 
47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to 
him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of 
death.

´ When this royal official heard that a miracle worker named Jesus is back in 
Cana, he went to ask Jesus to come to Capernaum in hopes Jesus would heal 
his very sick son 

´ The advancement of his son’s sickness meant he will not live much longer 
´ The father sees Jesus as his son’s only hope 

´ It is not that this father really understands who Jesus claims to be 
48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.”

´ Jesus responds to the man and his request, but the plural pronoun “you,” 
indicates Jesus is also addressing all the intrigued people who have come to 
Him



True belief develops rather than appears 
(4:46-54) 
´ Previously, we saw the miracles, although impressive, did not inspire true saving 

faith
´ John 2:23–25

´ These Jewish people were looking for something spectacular 
´ 1 Corinthians 1:22–24 

´ Humans want the work of God on their terms for their purposes

´ God supernaturally intervenes and develops true faith
´ 1 Corinthians 2:14 



True belief develops rather than appears 
(4:46-54) 
49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him 
and went on his way.

´ This desperately needy father remains undeterred

´ Jesus shows that He is the one with power and authority 

´ Jesus has power well beyond what we can believe or imagine 
´ Ephesians 3:20–21 

´ The man took Jesus at His word and began his journey home 
´ The man’s sees his greatest need as the healing of his son 

´ Jesus sees the greatest need as the transformation of his heart 



True belief develops rather than appears 
(4:46-54) 
51 As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52

So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday 
at the seventh hour the fever left him.”

´ The man’s servants couldn’t wait to share the good news with him
´ The official asked when the turnaround took place
´ At 1:00 p.m. his fever broke
53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he 
himself believed, and all his household.

´ It was the same time Jesus told him his son lives
´ His desperate need found fulfillment and this brought the foundation of faith to the 

fullness of faith
´ This royal official shares his encounter with Jesus the previous day
54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.

´ Jesus is on mission to show that He is the Son of God with power and the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sin of the world



Questions to Consider

´ How are you responding submissively to the trials in your life, 
trusting the Lord to build your faith?

´ In what ways are you seeing Jesus create intrigue and openness in 
your heart and in the heart of others?

´ How are you and others being pressed into Jesus?
´ Looking past the suffering and affliction, what is Jesus revealing to 

you about your heart and need of faith?
´ Are you prepared to trust in Jesus?



John 4:43-54
The power of Jesus to develop faith 


