
John 4:1-15
The Satisfaction Offered by the Fount of Living Water 



Avoiding 
Unwise 
Comparisons 
(1-3)

� The Pharisees, bound by human perception, see the ministries 
of Jesus and John as a man-centered battles for popularity

� Jesus and John the Baptist know and promote the God-
centered plan to present Jesus as the Lamb God gives to take 
away the sin of the world

� The Pharisees are motivated by the praise of man, and the growing 
popularity of Jesus intrigues them, for all the wrong reasons

� The Pharisees are making a man-centered and unwise comparison 
between Jesus and John and this is what Jesus seeks to avoid

� May God train our hearts to be consistently God-honoring, 
Christ-centered, and Holy Spirit-empowered, avoiding the 
stirrings of man-exalting comparisons



The Unfolding 
of a Divinely 
Appointed 
Mission (4:4-6)

4 And he had to pass through Samaria.

� Since Jesus could have taken the longer Transjordan route, it 
seems that “he had to pass through Samaria” because He is on a 
divinely appointed gospel mission

5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there;

� The record given in Genesis 48:22, describes Jacob telling 
Joseph that he is giving him a plot of ground he took by force 
from the Amorites

� This plot became the resting place for the bones of Jacob and 
the land became an inheritance to the descendants of Joseph



The Unfolding 
of a Divinely 
Appointed 
Mission (4:4-6)

so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the 
well. It was about the sixth hour.

� The Gospel of John is strong in its affirmations of the deity of 
Jesus

� But not so strong that it fails to acknowledge the reality of the 
limits of His humanity

� John 1:14

� He can truly sympathize with our weaknesses
� Hebrews 4:15–16

� “sixth hour” - counted from sunrise, it is around noon

� Jesus is weary and worn from the journey, but He is not too hot 
and tired for gospel ministry



Observable 
Sinfulness 
does not Keep 
Jesus from 
Seeking 
Sinners (4:7-9) 

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water.

� She is considered a member of a race of half breeds and 
despised by Jewish standards 

� Coming to the well at one of the hottest parts of the day 
indicates she was scorned by her own people 

� Jesus is not blind to the reality of the situation before Him and 
He is moved by gospel compassion 

Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.)

� Jesus does not ignore or shun this woman



Observable 
Sinfulness 
does not Keep 
Jesus from 
Seeking 
Sinners (4:7-9) 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask 
for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.)

� She is shocked that He is willing to disregard social norms and 
customs to ask her to serve Him

� Jesus, the Soul-Seeker, is on a mission to evangelize
� The intention of Jesus is God-centered, not man-centered

� For the sake of her soul, Jesus puts aside prejudice and social 
grudges to make the most of an evangelistic opportunity



A Lack of 
Spiritual 
Perception is 
Met with 
Persistence 
from the 
Savior 
(4:10-12)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you living water.”

� Jesus presents another attempt to have her rethink her 
perception of Him

� “the gift of God” - a reference to the Torah or a reference to the 
Holy Spirit bringing eternal life

� Jesus is the one in possession of resources she desperately 
needs

� “living water” - metaphorical and applies to the renewal of 
spiritual life provided by the Messiah and Savior



A Lack of 
Spiritual 
Perception is 
Met with 
Persistence 
from the 
Savior 
(4:10-12)

11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?

� The way Jesus switches to a spiritual meaning goes right past her 

� Nicodemus has a similar reaction when Jesus used the physical to 
explain the spiritual 

� John 3:4 

� Her mind is fixed in the physical world along with the gratifications 
and satisfactions that can be realized materially on earth 

12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”

� In her mind the patriarch Jacob holds the exalted place

� In her spiritual blindness she has no idea that He who speaks to her is 
the Creator of the earth and all its resources 

� She mockingly rejects the possibility of the offer of Jesus

� But Jesus is not done
� His pursuit is persistent
� His power is lifegiving 



Jesus Offers 
Everlasting 
Satisfaction to 
Spiritually 
Thirsty Sinners 
(4:13-15)

13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again,

� She knew that the vessel she filled today will need to be filled 
repeatedly down through her years on earth

� Life becomes dry and monotonous when it is absent of God’s 
grace and spiritual life 

14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

� What Jesus offers to supply fulfills multiple predictions found in 
the Old Testament

� Isaiah 44:3 
� Ezekiel 36:25–27 

� Lasting and complete satisfaction are incredible offers realized 
only in Jesus

� John 6:35 



Jesus Offers 
Everlasting 
Satisfaction to 
Spiritually 
Thirsty Sinners 
(4:13-15)

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not 
be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

� The Samaritan woman thinks she would be happy with her 
human and earthly desires met by the things this world 
provides 

� Many miss the refreshing life Jesus offers because they are 
blinded by earthbound eyes and desires 



Questions 
to 
Consider

�How are you distracted from gospel purposes 
by making unwise human comparisons?
� In what ways are you seeing the divinely 

appointed missions  that Jesus is on today?
�What undesirable qualities keep you from 

sharing the gospel with needy sinners?
�How are you experiencing satisfaction from the 

spiritual thirsts found in your life?
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