
John 3:31-36
The Fruit of the Supremacy of Jesus and His Truth



THE ORIGIN OF JESUS VALIDATES THE 
AUTHORITY OF HIS TEACHING (3:31-33)

“He who comes from above is above all.”

• The Apostle John explains the superior authority of Jesus by identifying His origin

• Jesus is not the son of Joseph, a Jewish carpenter

• Jesus is the divinely conceived Son of God, born to the virgin Mary, whose origin is from above

“He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way.”

• John may be referring to all men whose origin is of this earth

• The basis of their experience is limited and earthbound

• They may speak, as did John the Baptist, as a representative of God and God’s authority

“He who comes from heaven is above all.”

• Jesus spoke, not as a representative of authority, but with personal authority

• Luke 4:31–32

• His heavenly origin puts Him in a role of complete superiority to any communicator or minister



THE ORIGIN OF JESUS VALIDATES THE 
AUTHORITY OF HIS TEACHING (3:31-33)

“32 He bears witness to what he has seen and heard,”

• As the eternal Son of God, Jesus comes, not only with firsthand knowledge of the glories of heaven, but with 
the authority of being a member of the triune God-head

• The Godhead’s purpose is a foreordained plan Jesus knows as a Designer 

• Acts 2:22–24

• Hebrews 12:1–2

• Jesus has firsthand knowledge because the plan He proclaims is a plan in which He has eternal participation 

“yet no one receives his testimony.”

• John uses hyperbole to make the point of the significance of earthly people’s rejection of the plan of Jesus to 
bring redemption

• John 1:10–13

• There are some people who are given ears to hear and hearts to receive to gospel truth proclaimed by Jesus

• Sinful and selfish defiance of gospel truth typifies the majority of the responses to Jesus



THE ORIGIN OF JESUS VALIDATES THE 
AUTHORITY OF HIS TEACHING (3:31-33)

33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true.

• Though the vast majority reject the truth, there are those who receive the 
words and ministry of Jesus
• What are the words and ministry of Jesus? 

• He alone is the Savior provided by God for sinners

• John 3:14–16 

• Those brought to saving faith in Jesus surrender their lives to Him, on the conviction 
brought home to their heart by divine power, that God is true

• This is not an event, but a lifestyle change, the consistent fruit of repentance and faith



LOVING UNITY WITH THE HEAVENLY FATHER SUPPORTS 
THE TEACHING AND MINISTRY OF THE SON (3:34-36)

34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure.

• John identifies God the Father as the one who sent Jesus

• Jesus is teaching and sharing the words of God

• John acknowledges the Triune God’s involvement in the ministry of Jesus
• John 1:32–34

• The power and presence of the Spirit marks the divine authority God uses to call the 
nations to justice
• Isaiah 42:1

• God’s people should display active submission to the standards of biblical justice by 

consistent obedience of the authoritative truths taught by Jesus



LOVING UNITY WITH THE HEAVENLY FATHER SUPPORTS 
THE TEACHING AND MINISTRY OF THE SON (3:34-36)

35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.

• A bond of love unites the Father and the Son

• There is no limitation to the authority and power given to the Son
• Matthew 28:18–20 

• John has no problem acknowledging the full deity of Jesus
• Ephesians 1:22–23



LOVING UNITY WITH THE HEAVENLY FATHER SUPPORTS 
THE TEACHING AND MINISTRY OF THE SON (3:34-36)

“36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life;”

• The only way of salvation is found completely in Jesus

• The belief described here is more than head knowledge

• The faith and trust produced by God in the heart of His children bears the fruit of repentance and obedience

“whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life,”

• Obedience, not mental ascent, is the mark of God’s gracious gift of salvation

• Those who do not walk in consistent obedience have no perception or hope of eternal life

but the wrath of God remains on him.”

• The wrath of God indicates that they are under the judgment of God as enemies of God

• John 3:18

• Praise the Lord for revealing the wrath of God against us, which drives us to the loving care of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

• We must not lose sight of the important understanding of the wrath of God as we share the love of God to the world 
through Jesus the Savior



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• When confronted with biblical truth, how submissive are you to the Lord’s authority?

• In what ways to you see repentance and truth as consistent fruit of your gospel lifestyle 
transformation?

• As you call people to submission to the truth are you living in consistent submission to the 
truth?
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