
John 3:16-21
Knowing if one is loyal to 

the Son or to sin



Believing in the Son of God reveals eternal life and 
unbelief reveals condemnation (3:16-18)
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
• “For” – the connection is made to the previous verses where Jesus is speaking 

to Nicodemus 
• John is inspired to explain why God sent Jesus to be “lifted up” as the hope of 

deliverance
• God so loved the world” – the mission of Jesus shows the love of God for the 

world
• Displaying love as part of God’s character glorifies Him
• Jews believe God loves the people of Israel, but John says God loves the world
• God’s love is not restricted to Jewish people



Believing in the Son of God reveals eternal life and 
unbelief reveals condemnation (3:16-18)
• God’s love is for the people of the world whose condition is marked by sin and 

wickedness
• Love is a caring quality of God that is poured out on all people as a display of His 

benevolent character
• Matthew 5:44–45

• John makes a similar point earlier in this Gospel
• John 1:11–13

• God loves people, not because they are deserving, but because He is love
• His love for those who have become His children by faith is much more significant and 

personal
• 1 John 3:1



Believing in the Son of God reveals eternal life and 
unbelief reveals condemnation (3:16-18)
• “that he gave his only Son” – God’s love is so great that He sent His only Son 

to become the sole means of salvation 
• God’s devotion to care for you is a promise you can depend on!

• Romans 8:32 
• Your salvation was very costly, but God through Jesus paid the price in full

• 1 John 4:9–10 

• “that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” 
• Eternal life is not simply endless life or life after death
• Eternal life is a God-centered quality of life realized in the present life of a believer

• John 17:3 



Believing in the Son of God reveals eternal life and 
unbelief reveals condemnation (3:16-18)
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 
• The purpose behind Jesus being sent at this time is salvation, not 

condemnation
• God takes initiative by providing His only Son as the means of salvation
• “world” - salvation is not limited to the people of Israel



Believing in the Son of God reveals eternal life and 
unbelief reveals condemnation (3:16-18)
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God.
• John refers to the two groups of people on God’s earth

1. those who believe and are not condemned 
2. those in unbelief, revealing their present position of condemnation 

• Condemnation is the present state of every unbeliever
• Condemnation was the state of every believer at one time
• Ephesians 2:1–5 

• Those sensing God’s righteous wrath of condemnation as sinners, are blessed 
by the grace of God to be pressed into the saving work of Jesus!



Reaction to the light reveals loyalty to the Son or 
to sin (3:19-21)
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 
• “And this is the judgment” - God presents the evidence of judgment so there is no 

mistaking where people stand
• “the light has come into the world” – salvation in Jesus is the light of God’s truth that 

He lovingly sent into the world
• John 8:12 

• “and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil”
• People are not forced into the darkness
• The darkness defines how unbelievers think and the way they live
• People love darkness because the light of Jesus brings conviction of moral corruption
• All that unbelievers value and pursue resides in the darkness of earthly satisfaction and self-

consumed humanity 



Reaction to the light reveals loyalty to the Son or 
to sin (3:19-21)
20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his works should be exposed. 
• Light demands honesty and humility, as people acknowledge their need of a 

Savior
• The tension that exists between light and darkness is not small and 

manageable
• Unbelievers love their selfish ways that are being exposed as sinful and wrong



Reaction to the light reveals loyalty to the Son or 
to sin (3:19-21)
21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.”
• Those coming into the light of Jesus do not feel they are morally or 

intellectually superior people
• They love the truth because they love and need Jesus
• For them there is no shame or embarrassment

• They are humbly delighted that the grace and mercy of God is real for them 
and is at work transforming them
• Philippians 2:12–13 
• Romans 11:33–36 



Questions to Consider

•What is your reaction to the knowledge that God loves unsaved 
sinners?
•What is your reaction to the knowledge that you are loved by God?
• How does your faith in Jesus need to be strengthened?
• How can God help you to be a brighter light in the darkness?
•What are some works being done in and through you for which you 

can honor God?
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