
John 2:12-25
Temple Cleansing 

Keeping life and ministry God-centered and God-honoring 



Jesus 
continues His 
transitions out 
of family life to 
ministry life 
(2:12-13)

�The time comes for the public ministry of Jesus to 
advance as His family dynamic changes

� Jesus heads to Jerusalem to observe the Passover
� This is one of three times (2:13, 6:4; 11:55) John accounts 

that the Passover is observed by Jesus
� Jesus observes the Passover knowing that as the Lamb of 

God, He is its ultimate fulfillment and provision of salvation 
for all those who will humbly trust Him as Savior.

� 1 Corinthians 5:7–8



The glory of 
God in worship 
is protected by 
Jesus (2:14-17)

14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money-changers sitting there.

� The Jewish temple in Jerusalem is of central importance to Judaism
� The temple is the place considered to be God’s dwelling place among His 

people

� The temple is where a lamb’s blood is offered as atonement for the sins of the 
people

� People traveling to Jerusalem need to be able to purchase animals for their 
sacrificial offerings

� Temple taxes need to be made with precise measures of coinage, so money 
changers are needed

� All this is taking place in the temple court of the Gentiles, when it can be 
done away from the temple precinct

� These forms of trade meant great profit for temple and the Jewish religious 
leaders and the temple court is more convenient for them



The glory of 
God in worship 
is protected by 
Jesus (2:14-17)

15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables.16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 
things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”

� This observance of the Passover will be different because Jesus is 
embracing His public ministry as the Messiah

� The actions of Jesus show Him to be fervently engaged with anger and 
passion 

� The passion of Jesus is not tempered with hushed tones and softness 
� Jesus has gumption, volume, irritation and intentionality 

� Jesus is seriously bothered by the way God’s house and the temple of the 
Gentiles is dishonored and disrespected by these irreverent trade practices 



The glory of 
God in worship 
is protected by 
Jesus (2:14-17)

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”

� The five disciples accompanying Jesus recall the verse of the song in Psalm 
69.

� Psalm 69:9 
� He does not desire anything to distract the attention of others from the greatness 

and goodness of God
� He is eaten up by desires for the presence of God to be honored among the people 

of God in the house of God
� He willingly stands to receive affliction in order to protect the honor of God

� If this is the heart of the Lord Jesus, this should be the heart of His followers
� We do not worship in a Jewish temple, but we worship the Lord in spirit and 

truth everywhere we are, and need to do so without distraction
� John 4:19-24

� As we gather as a local church congregation, we are to have interest and 
concern for one another as we honor and worship our Lord God

� 1 Peter 2:4–5 



Resurrection 
victory verifies 
the authority 
of Jesus to 
protect the 
worship of God 
(2:18-22)

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?”

� The religious authorities at the temple demand Jesus produce a miraculous 
sign to substantiate His actions

� They take no personal inventory about the Scriptural justification for their 
actions

� They believe that Jesus may be a prophet of some type sent from God

� They declare that if Jesus produces some miraculous sign that will validate 
His authority

� They show no concern that they are demanding that a prophet sent from 
God produce a sign

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.”

� Jesus tells them that if they destroy the temple, he will raise it up in three 
days

20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
you raise it up in three days?”

� They mock the very idea that this temple could be reconstructed in 3 days



Resurrection 
victory verifies 
the authority 
of Jesus to 
protect the 
worship of God 
(2:18-22)

21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body.

� Jesus is speaking of the temple of His body that will be resurrected 3 days 
after His death

� This means that Jesus is the focal point of God’s presence for men and 
women worshiping God

� Jesus not only cleanses the temple, He replaces it!
22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.

� The disciples didn’t understand what Jesus meant until His resurrection

� No Scripture is specifically sighted, but it may be the following quoted on 
Pentecost by Peter

� Psalm 16:8–11

� Jesus is the sole means of justification before God and He is to be the center 
focus of our lives personally and corporately



Witnessing the 
Lord’s power 
can spark faith 
that is not 
saving faith 
(2:23-25)

� 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his 
name when they saw the signs that he was doing.

� The amazing signs Jesus performs, causes people to trust Him in some 
degree

24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 
people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man.

� The faith of these people is not unto salvation

� Jesus knew their faith was shortsighted and self-serving

� Human belief that does not result in the true worship of consistent humble 
surrender and dependence is not a faith that saves

� John 10:27–30

� Salvation is the result of true conversion that brings transformation to His 
will and ways

� You and I do not know the hearts of those who claim to believe
� Jesus knows the hearts He changes

� We are able to see the fruit



Questions
to
Consider

�As you reflect on your life, what evidence do you see 
that Jesus Christ is directing  your heart with God-
centeredness?

�How would you describe the value of Christ-
centeredness in your life personally?

� In what ways can you help promote God-centeredness 
in the corporate worship of Nor’wood Bible Church?

�Are you experiencing the power of Christ’s 
resurrection through a growing faith and a wartime 
mindset?
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