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John 2:1-11

Unveiling the power 
and glory of Jesus 



Petitions need to align with the authority and purpose 
of God (2:1-5)

1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the 
wedding with his disciples.
§ In those days a wedding celebration was one of the most 

significant and festive occasions a couple would experience in 
their entire lives

§ The acknowledgment that “the mother of Jesus was there,” is 
an indication that she had an official role to help as a hostess 
of the event



Petitions need to align with the authority and purpose 

of God (2:1-5)

3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.”
§ Mary recognizes her family members are in trouble

§ To have a wedding and run out of food or wine in a shame culture is very 

dishonorable

§ Some claim the Greek word for wine used here refers to grape juice

§ οἶνος (oinos) - wine, naturally fermented juice of grapes

§ Scripture condemns drunkenness, but not drinking

§ The psalmist praises God for His provision, wine included.

§ Psalm 104:14–15

§ Jesus, as oldest son, takes on a role of support and provision by the 

direction of His mother

§ Mary doesn’t go to Him as a miracle worker, but seeks His assistance in 

their family’s time of need



Petitions need to align with the authority and purpose 
of God (2:1-5)

4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.
§ Mary knows that Jesus is the promised Messiah and with His new 

associates she may see that His Messianic mission is taking form
§ She may be asking Him to assert Himself on behalf of His family to help 

them
§ Woman” - “γυνή” - not rude, but is likened to our cultures use of the word “ma’am” 

as a respectful reference to women in general
§ It marks a distinction in the relationship Jesus between Jesus and His mother

§ Jesus will not be advised, prodded or directed by anyone other than His Father.
§ Luke 2:48–49

§ John 5:30

§ John 8:29



Petitions need to align with the authority and purpose 
of God (2:1-5)
§ “My hour has not yet come” - What “hour” He is referencing?
§ “hour” - refers to His death on a cross

§ John 7:30
§ John 8:20
§ John 12:27
§ John 13:1

§ His Messianic mission is not determined or directed by anything or 
anyone other than His Father’s sovereign schedule

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
§ Not a statement of resolved persistence
§ Mary understands that Jesus is the one who will indicate when and what 

will be done as His Father in heaven leads Him
§ She is willing the take the place of submission to her Lord’s direction



Trust the power of Jesus to do the impossible 
discretely and convincingly (2:6-10) 

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons.
§ This wedding celebration follows the teaching of the Jewish religion
§ The six jars for purification, shaped out of impervious stone according to the Law, 

collectively hold 100 and 150 gallons of water
§ These are indicative of Old Covenant ways and practices
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.
§ Jesus as Messiah takes a role that will bring about something completely different –

New Covenant grace.
§ John 1:16 

§ The coming of Jesus brings fullness or completion of grace that takes the place of 
another grace 
§ 2 Corinthians 5:17 



Trust the power of Jesus to do the impossible 
discretely and convincingly (2:6-10) 
8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now 
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.”
§ The servants draw out the new creation of wine Jesus made and take it 

to the chief official overseeing the celebration
§ The master of the feast makes the point to the bridegroom of how 

shockingly wonderful is the latest serving of wine
§ Neither the master of the feast or the bridegroom has a clue that Jesus is 

responsible



Trust the power of Jesus to do the impossible 
discretely and convincingly (2:6-10) 

§ The significant quantity of water that Jesus changes to wine symbolizes 
the delightful and bountiful supply of grace and power in the New 
Covenant age
§ John 10:10
§ Colossians 1:27
§ John 15:11

§ The fullness of joy brought to hearts by Jesus does not mean that the life 
of a follower of Jesus is not accompanied by suffering and sorrow

§ The Apostle Paul writes to the suffering and afflicted church in Philippi. 
§ Philippians 4:4–7



Jesus brings glory to His name with intentional 
displays of power (2:11) 

11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
§ Those who see and trust the power and glory of Jesus are 

blessed
§ John 1:12 
§ John 1:14

§ This is the first of His signs, meaning there will be more 
§ John 20:30–31 



Questions to Consider

§ Is your purpose or the purpose of Jesus the top priority of your 
life? 

§ In what areas of your life are you seeing the transforming 
power of God’s grace?

§ In what areas do you need to see the transforming power of 
Jesus? 

§ Are you burdened by the oppression of legalism or are you 
walking powerfully in the joy of Jesus?
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