
John 1:35-51
Learning what it means to follow 

Jesus and witness to others 



John the Baptist affirms Jesus as the Savior to his 
followers (1:35-37)

Affirming the priority of Jesus is essential 
• John does what he is commissioned to do and that is make straight the path for 

Messianic light
• Having two of his disciples start to follow Jesus is not disheartening rejection, but 

fulfilling God’s plan
APPLICATION:
• Various ministries come and go
• Death is a part of life
• Discernment is guided by humbly seeking the truth of God and the Spirit of God
• The important thing is always magnifying Jesus



Andrew shares the hope of the Jesus the Messiah with 
his brother Peter (1:38-42)

Sharing Jesus with family is important
• Jesus asks them to state their intentions

• Hope and curiosity are initial motivators
• Jesus asks them to take personal inventory

• “Rabbi” - they are interested in considering and being considered to be students under 
His care
• “tenth hour” - 4:00 p.m. - they stayed with Jesus for a good deal of time
• The only one of the two who followed is identified – Andrew

• His first thought and motivation before anything else is to share what he learned with his brother 
Peter

• Peter is an assertive and outspoken man
• Andrew has a far less prominent role among the disciples of Jesus

• “We have found the Messiah” - he believes Jesus is the Messiah and shares his 
conviction with Peter
• Jesus looks at Peter, acknowledges who he is and then declares who he will be – Cephas

(Aramaic) & Peter (Greek) both meaning “rock.”



Andrew shares the hope of the Jesus the Messiah with 
his brother Peter (1:38-42)
APPLICATION:
• Following Jesus leads to sharing Jesus
•What we learn from Him and about Him, we want to make known to 

others – especially those closest to us – our family
•Much of what Jesus works in us takes time
• Jesus doesn’t see untapped potential; His grace and power make things 

happen!
• 2 Corinthians 3:17–18



Philip shares the hope of Jesus the Messiah with his 
friend Nathanael (1:43-51) 

Sharing the hope of Jesus with friends is normal
• Jesus finds Philip and instructs Philip to follow Him
• Jesus is wanting Philip to consider the claims Jesus is making to be the Messiah 

and the offer to become one of His followers
• Along the way Philip tracks down his friend, Nathanael, inviting him to join the 

newly established ranks of followers of Jesus
• They believe Jesus is the Messiah, whose coming was prophesied in the books of 

Moses and the Prophet
• Deuteronomy 18:18–19 
• Isaiah 7:14 
• Isaiah 9:6 



Philip shares the hope of Jesus the Messiah with his 
friend Nathanael (1:43-51) 
• Philip’s account to Nathanael indicates he still has much to learn about the true 

identity and history of Jesus
• Nathanael’s response is one of skepticism - “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?”
• Philip is confident and invites Nathanael to make his own inquiries (“Come and 

see.”)
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
• Jesus is not saying that this is a perfect man, without fault or failure
• He is a truth seeker, who shoots straight; a man without duplicity
• Psalm 32:1–2



Philip shares the hope of Jesus the Messiah with his 
friend Nathanael (1:43-51) 
• “How do you know me?” - Nathanael is curious how Jesus can affirm an element 

of his character
• He reveals His perception of circumstances known only to Nathanael – “Before 

Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
• His reaction to the perception of Jesus is to wholeheartedly affirm his belief that 

Jesus is the Messiah – “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”
• Jesus assures Nathanael that there will be much more convincing evidence to 

come. (You will see greater things than these.)
• God will change Nathanael’s heart and transform his faith, much like what 

happened with Jacob
• The promises and power of God will be revealed through life and work of Jesus 

for the benefit of His people
• Jesus is the one true mediator connecting heaven and earth



Questions to Consider
• Are those closest to you aware of how amazed you are at the kindness of God to 

you through Jesus?
• Who are the people in your family with whom you can prayerfully prepare to 

share the good news of Jesus? 
• How prayerfully intentional with the gospel are you being with you friends and 

neighbors?
• Will you be making the most of every opportunity this Christmas?
• Luke 2:10–11 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
• Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!” 
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