
John 1:14-18
The Glory of God Revealed 
through Jesus in Grace and Truth



The Word Puts the Glory of God on Display with 
Grace and Truth (1:14)
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
• Jesus didn’t take on the appearance of having and human body
• He didn’t just seem to be flesh but had actual flesh and blood
• His body experienced normal human experiences – hunger, thirst, tiredness, pain, 

sorrow, joy, tears, and temptation
• Some hold the belief that all that is material and physical is sinful
• John is making it clear that the holy and righteous Son of God is a God/Man 

– spiritual and physical



The Word Puts the Glory of God on Display with 
Grace and Truth (1:14)
• “dwelt among us” - take up residence, live in a tent, some would say 

tabernacle
• This may be an allusion to the tabernacle of God among the children of Israel in the 

wilderness
• Exodus 25:8–9

• Taking on real human flesh, Jesus is Immanuel
• Matthew 1:23

• Jesus took on flesh in order to be our only hope and means of salvation
• As the God/Man who walked this earth in flesh, He understands us when we call to 

Him in prayer
• Hebrews 4:14–16



The Word Puts the Glory of God on Display with 
Grace and Truth (1:14)
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.
• The Apostle John says that he and others beheld the glory of God in the 

person and work of Jesus
• The glory of God revealed through Jesus was not perceived by everyone
• His followers also witnessed his glory as His works revealed the mercy and goodness 

of God
• John 2:11
• John 11:4

• There is no greater work of goodness and mercy revealed than the atoning sacrifice 
of Jesus on the cross
• John 12:23



The Word Puts the Glory of God on Display with 
Grace and Truth (1:14)
• “the only Son from the Father” - unique, only, one and only, i.e., one of a kind: 

translated by many versions only begotten
• Jesus is the unique Savior sent from the Father
• His is the exclusive way of salvation, not one among many

• “grace” - describes displays of kindness and goodness that give gifts or show favor 
toward someone
• “truth” - truth that reveals consistency and dependability
• The unique Savior is described by John as possessing the fullness of two qualities 

that are only used to describe God in the Old Testament – grace and truth
• Exodus 33:18–20

• Jesus is the wonder and brilliance of the Word of God made flesh, living, dying 
and resurrecting on earth



John the Baptist Testifies to the Preeminence of 
the Word (1:15)
• The Apostle John summarizes the message John the Baptist proclaimed to 

announce the arrival of the Messiah – Jesus Christ
• “He who comes after me” – John’s birth and public ministry preceded the birth and 

public ministry of Jesus
• “ranks before me,” – The importance of the life and ministry of Jesus surpasses that 

of John
• “because he was before me.” – This is a statement that shows that John 

acknowledges the eternal preexistence of Jesus the Messiah
• The use of John the Baptist’s summation at this point in the prologue is 

another verification of the incarnation – the Word made flesh



Jesus Christ is the Revelation of God’s Grace and 
Truth (1:16-18)
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace
• God’s presence, clothed in flesh, came to reveal the fullness of God’s 

redemptive purpose
• The coming of Jesus brings fullness or completion of grace that takes the 

place of another grace
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.
• What is presented are two displays of grace – the grace of the Law of Moses 

and the grace of Jesus, the Word become flesh
• The grace gift of Jesus does not destroy the grace gift of the Law
• Matthew 5:17–18



Jesus Christ is the Revelation of God’s Grace and 
Truth (1:16-18)
• The point made by Jesus is reinforced by the Apostle Paul
• Romans 10:4 

• “end” – telos – completion, goal, culmination
• What the Law demands only Jesus fulfills
• In that sense we have the gospel grace of Jesus Christ fulfilling the Law of Moses

• In the grace of the New Covenant in Christ, the Law is seen through the ever-abiding 
lens of Jesus Christ 
• The problem encountered by Jesus in this Gospel of John is not with Jesus and the 

Law, but with Jesus and the Jews who misuse the Law

• “grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” – The fullness of gospel 
goodness and hope are found in Jesus Christ, not in personal achievement 
or human goodness



Jesus Christ is the Revelation of God’s Grace and 
Truth (1:16-18)
18 No one has ever seen God; 
• No human eye can take in the fullness of the glory of God and live
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
• John clearly calls Jesus God
• “at the Father’s side” - Jesus has loving relational connection with His Father 

and comes to reveal the heart of the Father
• People to become children of God through the access provided by Jesus 

alone
• John 1:12

• It is wrong to think we can do what Jesus has done!



Questions to Consider

• In what ways do your prayers reveal that Jesus understands your 
temptations and trials as you seek His help in your times of need?
• How do you see the glory of God revealed in the works that Jesus 

is doing in your life and in the lives of your brothers and sisters in 
Christ?
•Why is it important to see that Jesus is preeminent in all aspects 

of your life and ministry?
• How can you appreciate the grace of the Law while experiencing 

the fullness of grace in Jesus?
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