John 1:6-13
THE LIFE AND LIGHT OF JESUS ARE
CENTRAL TO THE MESSENGER AND THE MESSAGE

Understand your Christian commission and
make much of Jesus, not yourself
An Overview of the Ministry of John the Baptist (1:6-9)
“6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”
u

John was commissioned by God to go in the spirit and power of Elijah, redirecting
people’s lives toward God in anticipation of the coming of the Messiah

u

His was not a glamorous life

u

If someone tells you that if you are faithful you will have a life and ministry of health, wealth
and prosperity, DON’T believe them!

“7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.”
u

John the Baptist is a faithful witness of the power and veracity of the ministry of Jesus

u

Sharing the message of God’s coming provision of salvation in Jesus is John’s ministry
u

u

John 1:29–30

John’s witness about Jesus is to any and all who will hear him

Understand your Christian commission and
make much of Jesus, not yourself
“8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.”
u

No one is led to get the role of Jesus and John confused
u

John 3:29–30

u

This verse is a warning to everyone not to think more highly of themselves than they ought

u

As gospel messengers, we need to understand that our commission is to make much of
Jesus, not ourselves!

“9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.”
u

The witness John gave is that the actual light of God is dawning on a sin darkened world
by the coming provision of Jesus Christ

u

In all your darkness, Jesus shines as the one true light of hope

u

“God’s love is to be admired not because the world is so big but because the world is so
bad.” (D. A. Carson)

u

The light repeals those who love evil

u

The light draws those who realize they need deliverance out of the darkness

Trust the power of God to bring the truth of God
home to those He chooses
An Overview of How People Responded to Jesus (10-13)
“10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.”
u

The Creator God becomes clothed in flesh to come to His world

u

When John speaks of the “world” (kosmos) he is describing the sinful and selfish humans
inhabiting the earth

u

“The world did not know him” – not knowing is not a description of the lack of intellectual
information, but knowing intimately and relationally
u

The problem in not a lack of head knowledge

u

The problem is a dead and unresponsive heart

“11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.”
u

Not only did Jesus come to the world He made, but also the people God selected as His own –
Israel
u

They did not receive Jesus as their Savior from sin

u

They wanted a King and champion to establish national dominance

u

A suffering Savior was repugnant

Trust the power of God to bring the truth of God
home to those He chooses
“12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God,”
u

There were those then, just as there are those today, who welcome the message of God’s
provision of a Savior from sin and selfishness

u

They affirm Him as the Lord of creation and new creation
u

2 Corinthians 4:3–6

u

Psalm 95:6

u

By believing in “his name,” they honor Him for who He is in being and nature

u

By saying they have the “right to become children of God” does not imply arrogance, but
comprehension of what the saving work of Jesus accomplishes for them

Trust the power of God to bring the truth of God
home to those He chooses
“13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”
u

John speaks to another truth of this gospel – spiritual birth or being born again
u

“not of blood” (literally “bloods”) speaking of the heritage of impressive genealogies

u

“nor of the will of the flesh” – out of human constitution or personal human willingness

u

“nor of the will of man,” – the influence of parents, family or others to direct the loyalties of the
heart

u

“but of God” – spiritual birth is a miracle of God’s grace
u

u

John 6:63

Death and enslavement to sin are realities only the grace of God can change
u

Mark 10:26–27

Examination Questions to Consider

u

In what ways are you showing that you understand your
commission as a Christian to make much of Jesus and others,
and not much of yourself?

u

How are you faithfully sharing truth with the confident hope that
God has the power to bring home the truth to those He
chooses?
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