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Introduction to the
Gospel of John

Authorship & Date of Writing

§ As with Matthew, Mark, and Luke, this gospel account is also anonymous
§ Good internal and external evidence exists that the Apostle John in the

author
§ It was written toward the end of John’s life somewhere around the late 80’s to

early 90’s

Relationship to the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)
§

§

What are the Synoptics?
§

The Bible’s four Gospels paint four portraits of Jesus

§

Matthew, Mark, and Luke—share many of the same accounts of Christ

§

Because of their similar perspectives on Jesus’ ministry, together they’re known as the synoptic
gospels

Each Gospel account presents Christ with a particular emphasis
§

Matthew stresses his kingship

§

Mark stresses his servanthood

§

Luke stresses his manhood

§

John stresses his Godhood

Relationship to the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)
§

John leaves out much material that is characteristic of the Synoptics
§

No baptism of Jesus

§

No mention of Jesus' temptations

§

No calling of the twelve

§

No narrative parables

§

No account of the transfiguration

§

No account of the institution of the Lord's supper

§

No reports of Jesus casting out demons

§

No detailed instruction about the kingdom of God or heaven

Relationship to the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)

§

John also includes material not found in the Synoptics
§

The miracle of water into wine

§

The encounter of Jesus with Nicodemus

§

The Lord's ministry in Samaria – woman at the well

§

The resurrection of Lazarus

§

The frequent visits to Jerusalem

§

The Lord's private instruction of His disciples

§

The explicit declaration that Jesus is God (1:1,18; 20:28)

Why are we going through the gospel of John?
§

John will teach us about the person and work of Jesus, establishing important categories for
our understanding of the being of God and His manifestation in the person of the Father, the
person of the Son, and the person of the Holy Spirit.
§

§

Jesus, the Son of God, exists eternally with the God the Father
§

John 1:1–3

§

John 1:18

We will see belief in Jesus that is mental accent compared to belief in Jesus that is unto salvation
§

§

John 2:23–25

We will learn about the glorious truth of being born again
§

John 3:3

§

John 3:16

Why are we going through the gospel of John?
§

We will see that true worship is not restricted to a place (Jerusalem, church), but is about all
people (Jew and Gentile) worshiping in spirit and truth
§

§

The Old Testament declares authority and spiritual life are found in Jesus
§

§

John 5:39–40

Insight and life are provided only by the Holy Spirit
§

§

John 4:23–24

John 6:63

Jesus is the source of genuine satisfaction and the Holy Spirit is the power and presence of
God for all who believe
§

John 7:37–39

Why are we going through the gospel of John?
§

Those truly liberated from the power of sin are those who abide in Jesus
§

§

Only Jesus has power to give sight to the blind
§

§

John 10:27–29

Jesus is the only source of resurrection life
§

§

John 9:39

Jesus is the true Shepherd who calls and protects His sheep
§

§

John 8:31–32

John 11:25-26

The salvation provided through Christ crucified is not limited to Jewish people
§

John 12:32

Why are we going through the gospel of John?
§

Selfless love characterizes followers of Jesus
§

§

Jesus is the exclusive way to eternal life with God the Father
§

§

John 15:5

The Holy Spirit comes to do the convicting work of God in the hearts of men and women
§

§

John 14:6

Jesus is the only source of life and fruitfulness
§

§

John 13:34–35

John 16:8

Jesus offers a comforting High Priestly prayer
§

John 17:26

§

John 18 – Betrayal of Jesus; John 19 – Crucifixion of Jesus; John 20 – Resurrection of
Jesus

§

John 21 – The commission of Peter

The Purpose of the Gospel of John
John 20:30–31 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
§

John seeks to establish faith in Jesus as the Son of God who puts the power of God on display,
who lives a blameless life, who is crucified and who is resurrected as the Lord of glory.

§

The signs, works and miracles of Jesus were too numerous to include them all.

§

What was recorded was for the purpose of showing that Jesus is to be trusted as the promised
Messiah and Savior of all peoples – not just the Jews.

§

Those trusting in Jesus are supernaturally empowered to walk consistently in the truth, bearing
fruit to the glory of the Lord.

"The best evangelistic literature not only explains why one should become a Christian, and how to
become a Christian, but what it means to be a Christian." (D.A. Carson)
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