
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Keeping the Lord’s Table from becoming an empty ritual 



Biblical unity and 
humility are 
essential 
components of the 
Lord’s Table 
(11:17-22)

Failure to promote biblical unity makes church services harmful (11:17-19)

●Apathy and divisiveness produce a harmful environment in the church
●When we are not intentional about promoting mutual edification, being at church 

can be harmful rather than helpful
● Romans 14:19
● Romans 15:2

●Factions in the church reveal departure from truth
● Unity isn’t properly promoted by catering to individual feelings and emotions
● Unity is the result of seeking a common understanding and commitment to biblical 

truth
● Philippians 1:27

●Loving connection with others and selfless concern for people can be messy



Biblical unity and 
humility are 
essential 
components of the 
Lord’s Table 
(11:17-22)

Observing the Lord’s table helps us to emulate the humble others-oriented 
ministry of Jesus (11:20-22)

●Verse 20
● The Lord’s Supper brings followers of Jesus into connection with the sacrificial 

ministry of Jesus and the interdependence of His people in the church
●When we are blind to this application, we are not truly eating the Lord’s Supper

●Verses 21-22
● A love feast was a corporate meal that was followed by the Lord’s Table
● Partiality is not unifying, because it continues the divisions that exist among people 

in society and ignores the unity and mutual dependence followers of Jesus share in 
Christ

● Some in the church are not emulating the others-oriented life and ministry of Jesus 
who is to be central in the church and in the observance of the Lord’s Table



Remembering 
the atoning 
death of Jesus is 
a central focus of 
the Lord’s Table 
(11:23-26)

●Paul draws on personal instruction he received from Jesus about the 
observance of the Lord’s Table 
●The bread should fix our attention on the humility of Jesus Christ through His 

incarnation
● Philippians 2:5–8 

●The cup should fix our attention on our Savior as He poured out His blood as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins
● The cross helps us to see the magnitude of the offense of our sins before our holy 

and righteous God - His righteous wrath must be appeased
● Romans 3:22b–25a 

● The cross helps us to see the love of God revealed in His Son so that sinners can 
be cleansed of sin
● John 3:16 
● 1 John 3:16

● The Lord’s Table (Communion or Lord’s Supper) is not just memorial; it is a 
communication of grace to followers of Jesus 

● “Lord’s Supper” (Cf. verse 20) -  a meal Jesus shares with His people in a spiritual 
and supernatural sense, and He blesses us through a special outpouring of His 
grace

● The Lord’s Table is a place for humble hearts to seek the power of God for 
sanctified service and the forgiveness of God for failing to do so 



Examining Christ-
centered and 
others-oriented 
living is needed at 
the Lord’s Table 
(11:27-34)

●Verses 27-28
● Indifference to sin and others brings judgment because it dishonors the gospel of 

Jesus Christ
● “unworthy manner” - any attitude or motive less than fully dependent on, and 

appreciative of Christ, and less than devoted to those who bear His name

●Verses 29-32
● discerning the body - humbly recalling the life and crucifixion of Jesus as well as 

affirming the interdependent unity shared with followers of Jesus
● The failure to engage in such prayerful examination (i.e. just go through the 

motions) results in discipline, designed to humble the heart before the Lord and 
His people

● “weak and ill, and some have died.” - the Lord’s Table is a serious worship activity
● If we take the time to examine our hearts for pride, insensitivity, and comparative 

condemnation, corrective consequences from God for our sins will not be 
necessary

●Verses 33-34
● Concern for one another should be intentional and observable
●Worship services should strengthen our humble dependence on Jesus and the 

loving interdependence of the church to the glory the Lord



Examination 
Questions to 
Consider

●In what ways are you intentionally seeking to promote 
unity in the church through mutual edification?
●What specifically needs to happen for you to follow the 
example of Jesus and be willing to “get messy” in order 
to care for others and be cared for by others?
●How have you been indifferent about the work of Jesus 
and the followers of Jesus at His Table?
●In what ways do you feel a longing for renewal of grace 
for you and His followers as you partake at His Table?
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