James 5:10-11
STANDING FIRM AND FAITHFUL IN TRUTH AND MISSION

Find encouragement from prophets
persevering through affliction (5:10)
“As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.”
!

James presents the accounts of Old Testament prophets as an avenue of encouragement.

!

James refers to these prophets as those who “spoke” the message Lord called them to share.

!

!

The idea here is not that they could say one thing and live another.

!

The lives and the communication of the prophets were to honor the word of the Lord.

Jeremiah faithfully called the people to repentance in light of God’s promised judgment.
!

!

Jeremiah promised hope in hardship.
!

!

Jeremiah 7:8–11
Jeremiah 29:10–11

Isaiah also championed the call of rebuke, repentance and forgiveness.
!

Isaiah 1:15–20

Find encouragement from prophets
persevering through affliction (5:10)
!

The reaction of sinners to the calls to return to the path of truth were frequently hateful and sometimes
hostile.

!

Jeremiah, Isaiah, and many of the other prophets, patiently endured affliction in hopes of the
repentance of sinful people.

!

This is the passion of James and the Apostle Paul in their letters and ministry and this is exemplary to us.
!

!

Colossians 1:24–29

In the face of opposition and oppression, we too, must trust God and remain faithful to gospel hope
both inside and outside the church.
!

We must be faithful to connect with unbelievers, compassionately remembering where we came from, and
share the saving hope of the gospel.

!

We must be faithful to speak the truth in love to our brothers and sisters in the church with the desire to “present
everyone mature in Christ.”

Find encouragement from prophets
persevering through affliction (5:10)
!

!

“11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remain steadfast.” – God blesses His people with the grace
necessary to remain patient and steadfast.
!

Matthew 5:11–12

!

James 1:12

This is not God’s promise to honor self-determination.
!

It is God’s energy that powerfully works in us, with which those who faithfully stand firm are blessed.

!

If there is a lack of steadfastness in the face of opposition and oppression, it is likely because we have not
prayerfully sought it.
!

Luke 11:9–10

Find hope from Job of God’s unseen
purpose, compassion and mercy (5:11b)
“You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful.”
!

The example James draws from now is Job, who endured much in his life.

!

Some of what we learn from Job
!

Innocent people suffer

!

Someone’s well-reasoned interpretation of facts can be way off the mark

!

Sometimes quiet and humble sympathy is better that intelligent lectures

!

Friends and family are not always supportive

!

Never question the justice of God – never!

!

There are times when God and the things He does are beyond our understanding

!

Be thankful there is a Mediator between God and man – Jesus Christ

!

God is superior to you in every way and trustworthy

Find hope from Job of God’s unseen
purpose, compassion and mercy (5:11b)
!

Job didn’t not do all things well – he wavered and questioned the justice of God.

!

But through it all, Job continued to hold on to hope in God.
!

Job 19:25–27

!

Job is brought to repentance for his demand to understand and his questioning of God’s justice.

!

Job learned his lesson not to question the unseen purposes of his sovereign God.
!

!

Job 42:5–6

Job also experienced the compassion and mercy of God at the end of His life, another indication of
God’s promise to overwhelm His people with compassion and mercy in life and eternity.
!

Job 42:10

!

Job 42:12

!

We need to hold firm to the promises of God and encourage one another to do the same.

!

What God empowers is not perfection, but perseverance.

Questions to Consider

!

How can you read the Bible more prayerfully, thoughtfully and purposefully?

!

Are you prepared to handle opposition with hope and biblical grace?

!

How can you better trust God when you don’t understand the reasons for
the opposition and oppression you are experiencing?
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