JAMES 5:9-11
THE CHURCH SHOULD
BE A STEADFAST FAMILY
IN THE FACE OF
SUFFERING AND
AFFLICTION

INTRODUCTION

• Jesus acknowledges His followers will experience opposition.
• Matthew 10:34–36

• Jesus blesses His followers with support.
• Mark 10:28–30

DISTORTING THE GOSPEL FROM GOD’S GRACIOUS PROVISION TO
SELF-CENTERED IDOLATROUS GRUMBLING BRINGS JUDGMENT (5:9)
“Do not grumble against one another, brothers,”
• Grumbling is a self-centered manifestation of critical and unhelpful complaining about the beliefs and/or
behavior of other people.
• The approach should be to interact directly, respectfully and constructively as we seek biblical insight, repentance and
restoration among one another in the church.
• Finding fault and complaining about people’s beliefs and behavior is grumbling.
• Speaking the truth in love is somethings that should characterize believers both inside and outside the church.

• James addresses issues of critical communication repeatedly in this letter.
• James 1:19
• James 1:26
• James 2:12
• James 3:6–10
• James 4:11

DISTORTING THE GOSPEL FROM GOD’S GRACIOUS PROVISION TO
SELF-CENTERED IDOLATROUS GRUMBLING BRINGS JUDGMENT (5:9)
• Grumbling can be a bitter reaction to opposition and oppression that is godlessly rationalized, or a reaction to
the struggle others are having with opposition and oppression.
• The instructions of James are right in line with those of the Apostle Paul.
• Ephesians 4:1–3

• Why does James tell us to stop grumbling?
• Because if anyone has the authority to hold you accountable to weakness, weirdness, faults and failures, it is
God.
“so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.”
• The phrase, “behold, the Judge is standing at the door” reminds us of the instruction of Jesus about His return at
the Second Coming.
• Matthew 24:30–33

• Our awareness of the return of Jesus, the one true righteous Judge, should cause us to repent of selfishness and
rationalized aggravation.

DISTORTING THE GOSPEL FROM GOD’S GRACIOUS PROVISION TO
SELF-CENTERED IDOLATROUS GRUMBLING BRINGS JUDGMENT (5:9)
• If people are wrong, we should care enough to confront and to speak the truth to them in love, so they will be
refreshed in their pursuit of truth and righteousness.
• 2 Timothy 3:16–17

• What should be our attitude when we find ourselves concerned about the beliefs and behavior of our brothers
and sisters in Christ in our church?
• 1 Thessalonians 3:6–13

• We need to show that we affirm their faith, we care for their wellbeing, and we want to be used of God to help
them grow and be helped by them to grow.

PROPHETS PERSEVERING THROUGH AFFLICTION, SHARING THE TRUTH
WITH HOPE OF REPENTANCE AND FAITH, ARE EXEMPLARY (5:10)
“As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.”
• James refers to the Old Testament prophets commissioned to call the people of God back to God from lives of
disobedience and idolatry.
• Their faithfulness to the ministry was more important than their safety and security.
• This is the passion of James and the Apostle Paul in their letters and ministry and this is exemplary to us.
• Colossians 1:24–29

• In the face of opposition and oppression, we too, must trust God and remain faithful to gospel hope both inside
and outside the church.
• “Behold, we consider those blessed who remain steadfast.” – God blesses His people with the grace necessary to
remain patient and steadfast.
• This is not God’s promise to honor self-determination.
• It is God’s energy that powerfully works in us, with which those who faithfully stand firm are blessed.

THE PROMISE OF GOD’S COMPASSION AND MERCY HELPS
US ENDURE THE FIRES OF SUFFERING AND AFFLICTION (5:11)
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate
and merciful.
• Job endured much in his life.
• Job didn’t not do all things well – he wavered and questioned the justice of God.
• But through it all, Job continued to hold on to hope in God.
• Job 19:25–27

• For his demands to understand, and his questioning of God’s justice, Job is brought to repentance.
• Job learned his lesson not to question the unseen purposes of his sovereign God.
• Job 42:5–6

• Job also experienced the compassion and mercy of God at the end of His life, another indication of God’s
promise to overwhelm His people with compassion and mercy in eternity.
• Job 42:10
• Job 42:12

• We need to hold firm to the promises of God and encourage one another to do the same.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
• In what ways, and in what relationships, do you need to repent of self-centered
idolatrous grumbling?
• As the church experiences opposition and oppression, how do you need God to
enable you to speak the truth in love to stir your brothers and sisters up to love
and good deeds?
• Are there ways you need to pray for, anticipate and find comfort in the
compassion and mercy of God in life and eternity?
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