
James 5:7-9
Patience is a significant part of abiding in the Lord



Believers are to endure affliction with persevering 
patience (7a)

“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.”
v “therefore” - reminds us of the context of exploitive and 

indifferent landowners and bosses who take advantage of 
workers

v “patient” - a word that describes internal and external 
control indicating restraint in difficult circumstances
v “longsuffering” - pain and affliction may need to be endured for a 

significant period of time
v We are to sense the need to rein in thoughts of, and desires for, 

retaliation.
v The internal caldron of resentment and bitterness must not be 

stirred or stoked.
v In the internal battle with the emotions of anger and 

seething hatred, we must heed the call for patience.
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Believers are to endure affliction with persevering 
patience (7a)

v “brothers” - James is concerned for fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ who are being abused by evil 
people in this world
v “brothers” - sets them out from the people of the world 

who can only react in the flesh
v The Holy Spirit supplies and empowers patience in the 

hearts and lives of followers of Jesus.
v Galatians 5:22–23

v One of the qualities of God-given love is patience along 
with other flesh restraining qualities.
v 1 Corinthians 13:4–7

v The patience needed and called for is not natural, 
but supernatural.
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Believers are to endure affliction with persevering 
patience (7a)
v Passivity is not patience.

v Passivity is an attempt to endure hardship by 
developing insensitivity to feelings and 
hardship.

v Patience is a God-given ability to redirect pain 
and feelings into the hands of God who can care 
for them far better than we can.
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Believers are to endure affliction with persevering 
patience (7a)
v How long must we be prepared to suffer injustice at 

the hand of our oppressor?
v James says, “…until the coming of the Lord.”

v Our struggle with God’s time frame is nothing new to 
the people of God.
v Psalm 13

v We can be faithful because our God is faithful.
v 1 Corinthians 1:4–9
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God is purposeful and structured in all He does, 
including judgment and reward (5:7b-8)
“See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early 
and late rains.”
v Cultivation, planting, watering, germination, growth, 

bearing fruit and harvest is a process demanding 
time and patience.

v No stage of this process can be avoided.
v Every stage must be seen as being under the control 

of our Creator God.
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God is purposeful and structured in all He does, 
including judgment and reward (5:7b-8)

8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 
v As farmers must be patient, so children of God must 

be patient.
v Reacting in the Spirit rather than reacting in the 

flesh will all be worth it in the end.
v “Establish your hearts” – Believers must be 

determined to face the challenges ahead in the 
strength God promises to supply.
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God is purposeful and structured in all He does, 
including judgment and reward (5:7b-8)
v “the coming of the Lord is at hand” – We are living in 

the last phase of redemptive history
v Jesus returns to rectify all wrongs.

v Commendations will be given to His faithful children. 
v Condemnation will be brought to all those who fail see 

the gospel hope found in Jesus alone. 
v Unbelievers will be condemned and punished 

according to their works.
v Revelation 20:12–13

v What is blessing for us, is condemnation for them.
v 2 Thessalonians 1:6–10

v An eternal perspective is critical to facing tough 
people and tough circumstances faithfully.
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Questions to Consider

v In what ways do you know God needs to help you to 
be more patient?

v How are you battling self-determination in 
affliction?

v How frequently, and in what ways, are you calling 
out to God and trusting His promises to develop 
patience in you?

v What are some of the lessons God is teaching you in 
your recent sufferings and afflictions? 
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