
James 5:1-6
Judgment will fall on the self-centered rich of this world 



The prediction 
of misery for the 
self-centered 
rich of this world 
(5:1-3) 

1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are 
coming upon you. 

●God sees the actions of these rich wicked land owners, 
whose desire for success breeds unethical abuses of their 
workers who depend on them for survival.
●James confirms they will give an account.

●If they knew their eternal future, they would be weeping and 
wailing even now. 
●For some, it’s too late!

●Hebrews 12:15–17 



The prediction 
of misery for the 
self-centered 
rich of this world 
(5:1-3) 

2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have 
corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. 
●Their self-serving actions will confirm their condemnation on the day of 

judgment.
● James addresses them as if the coming eternal realities were already recognized.
● Judgment is so certain, he speaks of things that are not yet, as though they are.

●Many find pleasure in the power and prestige of earthly significance acquired by 
scheming and swindling, but these achievements are evil and short-sighted.  
● Proverbs 10:2
● Proverbs 21:6

● Ill-gotten gain provides the weights in the scales of eternal justice before God.
● Romans 2:5

You have laid up treasure in the last days.
●Those tethered firmly to earthly goods and kindred reveal the eternal 

insensitivity of their hearts.
● Matthew 6:19–21



The misery of 
those afflicted by 
the rich does 
not go 
unnoticed  
(5:4-6)

4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears 
of the Lord of hosts. 
● In agrarian societies, the owners of the farm and fields have an obligation to 

compensate the workers in the field in a timely manner. 
● The wages of that day were necessary for daily bread and other essentials of life.
● Failure to pay could jeopardize lives as a consequence.
● God’s law supports the importance of timely compensation.

● Leviticus 19:13
● Deuteronomy 24:14–15

● Making oneself comfortable at the expense or depravation of another is wrong 
according to God’s law.

● The failure to compensate cries out to Lord of host to hold these bosses to 
account.
● Malachi 3:5

● The word translated “Lord of hosts” (Sabaoth) means Lord of Armies, describing God 
as a mighty warrior.
● In many ways, those in charge are so influential and dominating, they strike fear in the 

heart of those they employ.
● Take note people of God, a day of intimidation extraordinaire will come upon them by 

the hand of God, and they will not escape. 



The misery of 
those afflicted by 
the rich does 
not go 
unnoticed  
(5:4-6)

5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter. 
●What their evils deeds have done “on earth” for worldly gratification will be seen 

quite differently on the day of judgment. 
●For those who suffer affliction in this life, and for those who demand the finer 

things, there will be a reversal of roles. 
“a day of slaughter”
●As cattle are unknowingly fattened for slaughter, so the evil rich gorge on earthly 

indulgences for the day of judgment.
6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. 
● It is possible unpaid laborers, or their family members, have perished as a result 

of these abuses of wealth and power.
●God evaluates for eternity all that his children endure on earth (i.e. “righteous 

person”).
● Proverbs 17:5

He does not resist you.
●Many times, the “righteous” followers of Jesus find themselves in positions of 

need, affliction, and powerlessness in this life.
●Rest assured, a day of reckoning is coming.



Questions 
to  
Consider

●How does the use of your resources show that you 
reverence God and lovingly care for others? 
●In what ways are you trusting God to balance the scales 
of justice?
●In what ways do you fear God balancing the scales of 
justice?
●“Where your treasure is your heart will be also.” Where’s 
your heart?
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